Annual Electors Meeting 3rd December 2008

Response from City of Swan Ordinary Meeting of Council 18th March 2009
EQUINE ISSUES – MOTIONS LODGED 

Resolutions 25, 8  and 7
http://www.cityofswan.com/council/minutes/2009/March/18March2009/b6-1.pdf
KEY ISSUES

• The City's Annual General Meeting of Electors was held on Wednesday 3 December 2008.

• The Minutes from the meeting were reported to Council at its meeting held on 14 January 2009 where Council recommended that the Minutes be received and resolutions be referred to future Ordinary Meetings of Council with staff comments for consideration.
It is recommended that Council receive the Report on the matters raised at the Annual General Meeting of Electors and that the Recommendations contained in the report attached to each individual Resolution be adopted.

Resolution 25

That the City of Swan to conduct within its boundaries an "Equine Needs Analysis Study that is linked to an Equine Economic Survey".

Comment

This matter was considered by Council previously following a detailed submission by the Swan Valley Progress Association. Council was advised at the time that the resolution requests the carrying out of two studies and the setting up of a proposed "study group" consisting of various stakeholders in the equine industry.

Comments made at the AGM indicated that the Study could take up to four years as the study in the Peel Region around Mandurah had taken this long.
It is estimated that a Study of this type and which would take this long could cost up $500,000. 
Council comment at the time was:  (2006/2007)
“The Council did not prioritise this study for funding in the 2006/07 budget. It noted that it has not been the practice of the City to conduct detailed research into the economic benefits of particular industry sectors, relying instead on research models carried out elsewhere (for example, the data on local tourism industry economic benefits is derived from a model developed at a national level).
Any decision to carry out such research would be made in consideration of the impacts and benefits to Council of studies in a range of industries within Swan, for example, large industry sectors including retail, manufacturing, construction, transport, viticulture, poultry farming, resource extraction, which are the major economic drivers in the City. Council considers industry specific needs studies to be the responsibility of the industry concerned.”

Council may wish to reconsider this matter.

RECOMMENDATION - That the matter be noted.
_____________________________________________________________________

Resolution 8

That Council investigate ways that it can "gazette" the existing horse/walk trails so that they cannot become part of the network of trails that the Department of Sport and Recreation are contemplating for trail bike riders "family trail bike riding facilities".

Such a plan threatens the initial purpose of these tracks and trails for equestrian, walking and hiking, or even mountain bike riders.

Comment
The WA Tracks and Trails Study identified trails throughout WA and associated rider issues including environmental and access issues. It was a brief overview and support for statements in the report need additional research and justifications.

The key rider issues raised in the report were:

• Restricted access to new and existing land for trails due to the growth of the urban   fringe.

• New trails that are allocated on state government managed reserves that is "left   over    land" and inadequate for riding, eg land on unsafe slopes

• Rider safety concerns with other users on trails and cars on roads

• Poor condition of existing trails

• Inadequate signage, maps and information for riders

• Inadequate width road verges in rural and semi rural areas for riding.

The key state and local government issues mentioned were the resource limitations in managing and maintaining existing trails.
The City contributes towards bridle trails by considering trails within outline development plans in rural subdivisions. This is identified in Local Planning Scheme 17.
The City has placed all bridle trails on a map on the City's internet site. A layer is being developed and will be added to Council's GIS system within the next 2 weeks.

It has also identified the trails in the horse riding section on the City's internet site.

Based on rider and community support, the City may facilitate the development of a Friends of Bridle Trails Group. 
The purpose of this group would be to maintain and manage existing trails. It would need to be clear that additional trails would be very difficult in the Swan Valley area due the land being built out.
Council may wish to include provision to undertake a City Wide Trails Project in its 2009/10 Budget. 
This project could involve research into the needs of all trail users and investigation into the most appropriate means for meeting those needs. 
a. Whilst it may take into account all relevant State strategies and studies including the West Australian Trails Strategy (Department of Sport and Recreation),
b. State Trail Bike Strategy (Department of Sport and Recreation) and 
c. Regional Four Wheel Drive and Off Road Vehicle Study (Department of Environment and Conservation),  it will also
d. Iinvolve consultation with trail users within the City of Swan.
RECOMMENDATION
That the information be noted.

Resolution 7

That the City of Swan further support the ongoing lease of the Horseman's Pony Club in Whiteman Park on Gnangara Road.

The Whiteman Park Board has made overtures to have the club removed. 
Horse riding is an historic activity in the Park. Lew Whiteman was a horseman and his intent was that the park be used for these kinds of activities.

Comment

The City staff are not aware of any intention by the Whiteman Park Board to terminate the lease of the Horseman’s Pony Club. It is believed that Council would support their ongoing use of the land.

RECOMMENDATION

That the matter be noted.
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