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The Shire of Kalamunda / Perth Solar City Project 

The Shire of Kalamunda have been working with EMRC to deliver two projects under the 
Perth Solar City Program. The project installation is being funded by both the Australian 
Government through Perth Solar City and the Shire of Kalamunda. The Shire has one 
project at their Administration building and one at the Kalamunda Library.   
 
The Shire of Kalamunda Administration Building is located at 2 Railway Road, Kalamunda 
and houses 95 staff who supports the Kalamunda Council to undertake all relevant Shire 
business. The administration building was originally built in 1974 and includes the original 
lighting system which is now considered to be extremely inefficient. The lighting system 
reflects the age of the building making the building a significant energy user. On average, 
the existing energy usage is approximately 1483 GJ of energy per annum, costing the Shire 
approximately $65,000 per annum to run and generating significant amounts of greenhouse 
gas emissions. The Shire is aiming for an initial reduction in energy use of by up to 20% 
and a reduction in its annual greenhouse gas emissions with approximately 73 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide equivalent. An initial cost saving of up to $13,000 is expected to be 
achievable; with the payback period, using current utility costs, being within 6 years.  
With the installation of Energy Reduction, Demand Management System and retrofits for 
the Administration Building, the Shire of Kalamunda will be able to report on: 
 
- Reduction in kWh per annum; 
- Greenhouse abatement (T–eCO2 p.a.), 
- Financial Savings ($ p.a.) – which will help determine payback periods, and 
- Community Engagement (e.g. No. of visitors, tours etc). 
 
Additional features of the system will include a scrolling LCD visual display screen mounted 
in the reception area, which will display the historical results of the implementation of the 
system to the general public. Individual staff will also have the capacity to monitor their 
personal contribution to the buildings energy consumption in real time which will be 
achieved through a display installed upon every personal desktop computer. 
     
The LCD Screen and software will learn the behavioural patterns of the building and aim 
towards an efficiency target point. 
 
The Shire currently has four power-mates available for the community to loan, which are 
available from the Kalamunda Library to take home and use. The power-mate can 
determine specific energy consumption in the household and encourage people to change 
their behaviour and reduce energy consumption. 
 
The next stage of the project aims to engage the Community to: 
 

• Provide meaningful, educational and learning opportunities at the local 
demonstration projects; 

• Increase the community’s understanding and knowledge of how to use energy 
appropriately along with the benefits of solar technology; and 

• Encourage positive energy use behaviour and uptake of solar technologies. 
 
The second project will be completed at the Kalamunda Library in September 2011. In the 
near future a roof mounted wind turbine and PV system will be visible, the Shire will provide 
further details once the project has been completed.  
 

For more information about the Perth Solar City project please visit 
 http://www.perthsolarcity.com.au 

 or phone the Perth Solar City team on 1300 993 268.  
 

By Kylie DelFante  

For more information contact: 
 

Shire of Mundaring 
Bushcare Co-ordinator   
on 9290 6685. 
 
Shire of Kalamunda  
Environmental Reserves  
Officer on 9257 9806. 
 
Eastern Hills Catchment 
Management Program— 
EMRC office 9424 2216. 

THIS MONTH... 

• WA Environment Awards - 
10th Anniversary 

• Earth Carers Training 
Course 

• Community Action Grants 

• National Tree Day 

• Helena River Planting Day 



Blackadder -Woodbr idge Catchment  Group Incorporated  
7.00 pm Wednesday, 20 July 2011 

Midland Church of Ascension Hall (Side Room), 17 Spring Park Road, Midland 
Contact Karen Warner  on 9424 2242 or email: karen.warner@emrc.org.au 

 

Helena River  Catchment  Group Incorporated  
7.00 pm Monday, 15 August 2011 

Octagonal Hall, 52 McGlew Road, Glen Forrest. 

Contact Eleanor Chaos on  9424 2264 or email: eleanor.chaos@emrc.org.au 

 

Jane Brook Catchment  Group Incorporated  
AGM - 7.15 pm Thursday, 25 August 2011  

Parkerville Fire Station,  Riley Road, Parkerville. 
Contact Leanne Kimberley on  9424 2245 or email: leanne.kimberley@emrc.org.au 

 

Susannah Brook Catchment  Group Incorporated  
7.15 pm Thursday, 11 August 2011 

Gidgegannup Landcare Centre, Gidgegannup Showgrounds, Toodyay Rd  

Contact Leanne Kimberley on  9424 2245 or email: leanne.kimberley@emrc.org.au 

 

Fr iends of  P iesse  Brook 
7.00 pm Thursday, 14 July 2011 

16 Roach Road, Kalamunda 

Contact Eleanor Chaos on 9424 2264 or email: eleanor.chaos@emrc.org.au 

CATCHMENT GROUP MEETINGS 

 

Darling Range Naturalist Club 
 

 When: Friday, 8 July 7.30 pm 
 
 Venue: CWA Hall 
   Central Road, Kalamunda 
 
 Speaker: Brenda Newby 
 
 Topic: Ground Parrots 
 

 
 

Visitors welcome 
 

For further details, please phone: 
9293 1676 or 9294 1044 

 

Wildflower Society of WA Inc. 
Eastern Hills Branch Meeting 

 
 

 When: Friday , 22 July 7.30 pm 
 
 Venue: Octagonal Hall 
   McGlew Road, Glen Forrest 
 
 Speaker: Christine Groom  
   Project  Officer  - DEC 
 
 Topic: Black Cockatoos 
 

 
Visitors welcome 

 
For further details, please phone: 

9298 8645 or 9294 1044 
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2011 Act‐Belong‐Commit Avon Descent 
Family Fun Days 

Enjoy the action on and off the water! 
Friday 5 ‐ Sunday 7 August 2011 

 
The  Act‐Belong‐Commit  Avon  Descent white water  race  is  held  over  two  days  on  the  first weekend  in  August  each  year, 
stretching over 124 kilometres of the Avon and Swan Rivers.  Powercraft and paddle craft battle with white water rapids and long 
endurance stretches from the start line in Northam on Saturday, 6 August to the finish line in Bayswater on Sunday, 7 August. 
 
Between  the  race‐action  there  is  plenty  of  entertainment  on  dry  ground  for  the  whole  family.    The  local  governments  of 
Northam, Toodyay, Swan, Belmont and Bayswater are delighted to bring you the free community festival ‐ the Family Fun Days, 
from pre‐race celebrations on Friday, 5 August to the finish line celebrations on Sunday, 7 August. 

 
A  festival of  free,  fun  community events along  the 
riverbanks,  the Family Fun Days are a great way  to 
experience  the  race  with  all  the  family  with 
entertainment,  food  and  live  race  commentary.  
There are also great vantage points for viewing the 
race at riverside parks in the Town of Bassendean. 

 
Visit www.perthtourism.com.au for all event details! 

The  Act‐Belong‐Commit Avon Descent Family Fun Days are proudly supported by Lotterywest. 

 
FREE Earth Carers Training Course 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practical ways to reduce waste… 
 
 

If you’ve ever wondered about how your waste is managed and what you can do to reduce 
the amount of rubbish and food scraps you create, then this course is for you! 
 
The free Earth Carers Training Course is conducted throughout Perth’s Eastern Region.  The 
course consists of five sessions over two weeks, and includes; guided tours, making your own 
green cleaning products, composting and worm farming demonstrations, learn what can go 
into the recycling bin and tips to encourage others to reduce waste. 
 
Be prepared to be shocked, fascinated, frustrated and inspired! 
 
Course begins Wednesday 13 July 2011. 

 
For further information, please contact Tania Wells, EMRC Waste Education Coordinator:   

(08) 9424 2256 or tania.wells@emrc.org.au  



 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter 2011 - Nearer to Nature activities 
 
Nearer to Nature provides the community with the opportunity to participate in fun and exciting 
activities in Perth’s natural environments, whilst learning how to conserve and respect these very 
precious areas.  2011 is International Year of Forests and we will be celebrating all throughout the 
year by holding Nearer to Nature activities in our wonderful forest locations like the Beelu National 
Park 
 
During the winter holidays, the team are providing an activity program that offers something for 
everyone.  People can also join the Nearer to Nature Discovery Club for just $15 per family and get 
discounts on activities, a priority booking service and a quarterly newsletter.   
 

For more information, please visit www.dec.wa.gov.au/n2n  
 

Find us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/decn2n 

Nature based activities IN PERTH 

Shire of Kalamunda’s 
Plants for Residents Program 

 
On Sunday, 19 June 2011, the Shire of Kalamunda hosted the annual Plants for Residents Day at Gooseberry 
Hill Hall.  The day was a great success with over 1000 people attending and 574 households registering and 
receiving free plants to assist with revegetation and water wise garden projects in the Shire.  A big thank you 
to all those who participated and Happy Planting!! 
 
 

Join the Friends of Piesse Brook for their monthly Busy Bee! 
 

Sunday, 17 July 2011 - 9.45am 
Meet at the National Park Gate at the corner of Schipp Road 

 
 

We are a small bunch of local residents working as a team to eradicate 
noxious weeds from the Piesse Brook area.  Please bring a pair of leather 
gloves, water bottle, hat, boots, raincoat (if it’s wet), and a sense of 
humour!  All welcome. 
 
 

For more information please contact Eleanor Chaos on 0427 088 213  
or email:  eleanor.chaos@emrc.org.au Page 4 



BUSH SKILLS FOR THE HILL
S  

WORKSHOPS 

Rapid Bushland Assessment 
 
Date:  Saturday, 15 October 2011 
 
Time:  10.00 am - 12.00 pm 
 
Venue: Parkerville Hall, Cnr Seaborne Street and Riley Road 
 
Come and learn from DEC expert Geoff Barrett how to carry out Rapid Habitat 
Assessments using techniques, including ant sampling and bird surveys to further extend 
your knowledge of the behind the scenes action responsible for healthy bushland. 
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Native Freshwater Fish Conservation 
 

Date:  Saturday, 22 October 2011 
 
Time:  10.00 am - 12.00 pm 
 
Venue: Mahogany Creek Hall, 3060 Strettle Road, Mahogany Creek 
 
The results of a study on the biodiversity of native freshwater fish on Helena River 
will be presented by EMRC.  The Swan River Trust will follow with a presentation 
on Perth’s high water demand and how this impacts on the river ecosystem.  In 
addition, a discussion on the importance of environmental water releases to the 
biodiversity and water quality on the areas downstream of Perth’s dams, with a 
focus on the lower Helena River. 
 

Wrestle the Reaper - Dieback Treatment 
  
Date:  Saturday, 17 September 2011 
 
Time:  9.00 am - 12.00 pm 
 
Venue: Jorgenson Park, Crescent Road, Kalamunda (off Hummerston Road) 
 
Join us in the fight against Phytophthora Dieback.  Come and learn how you can make  
a difference through practical experience in dieback treatment.  Skill up and protect your  
local bushland.  

Chemical Free Weed Control Workshop 
 
Date:  Saturday, 24 September 2011 
 
Time:  9.00 am - 12.30 pm followed by lunch at Harris Organic Winery 
 
Venue: Polytechnics West (formally TAFE) Eddie Barron Drive Midland 
 
A talk on chemical/herbicide use in the environment and implications of their use.  Followed 
by hands on weed management and advice on how to remove and treat invasive grasses, 
watsonia, arum lily, Arundo donax and Blackberry (time permitting). 

To register for Bush Skills for the Hills,  
please call the EMRC’s Environmental Administration Officer on (08) 9424 2216  

or email  envirotemp@emrc.org.au 
Page 5 Page 5 

Firewood Banksia  
(Banksia  Menzeisii)  
Photo: Flora Base 

Western Minnow  
(Galaxias Occidentalist) 

Photo:  D Morgan 

Eremaea Pauciflora 
Photo: H Bowler & E Wajon 

 Ants on Kingia australis 
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NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN 
 
Are you involved in flora and fauna conservation or wildlife rehabilitation?  Are you working to conserve native bushland 
wetlands or estuarine environments?  Has your business implemented initiatives to minimise waste or implemented 
environmental sustainable practices? 
 
When was the last time you, the community group you worked with or the business you are employed by gained public 
recognition for achievement in environmental care and biodiversity conservation?  Time to recognise work well done? 
 
Why not nominate yourself or others in this special 10th anniversary WA Environment Awards! 
 
Entry is free and nomination forms can be filled out on-line.  This year there are 11 categories: 
 
� Community Achievement - Metropolitan 
� Community Achievement - Regional 
� Environmental Sustainability 
� Environmental Education and Communication 
� Rivers, Estuaries and Wetlands 
� Government Leading by Example 
� Small Business Leading by Example 
� Biodiversity Conservation 
� Bush, Land and Waterways 
� Resource and Waste Management 
� Corporate Business Leading by Example 
 
Nominations close on Friday, 29 July 2011.  To enter please download the Nomination and Submission forms, fill out and 

email, or if you prefer, print out and post in. 
 

For more information please visit: www.dec.wa.gov.au 

 
Lower Helena Association  
Community Planting Day 

 
When: Sunday, 10 July 2011 
  10.00 am - 1.00 pm 
 
Where: West Parade Site - 
  Meet at the corner of  
  The Embankment and  
  Latour Road, Waterhall Estate,  
  South Guildford 
 
Please wear appropriate clothing, this 
should include a hat; covered shoes; long 
sleeved shirt; and long pants.  It is also 
recommended to bring gloves, a small spade 
for planting, and a bottle of drinking water.   

 
All welcome. 

National Tree Day will be held on Sunday 31 July 2011, 
with Schools Tree Day taking place on the  

Friday, 29 July 2011.   
 

National  Tree  Day  and  Schools  Tree  Day  combine  to 
make  Australia’s  biggest  community  tree‐planting  and 
nature  care  event.    Co‐ordinated  by  Planet  Ark  and 
proudly  sponsored by Toyota,  these are  special days  for 
all  Australians  to  help  out  by  planting  and  caring  for 
native  trees  and  shrubs  to  improve  the  environment  in 
which  they  live.   National  Tree  day was  co‐founded  by 
Olivia Newton‐John and Planet Ark in 1996 and since then 
more  than  2  million  volunteers  have  planted  over  15 
million native trees and shrubs!  It’s a day to get down and 
get your hands dirty to help the planet! 
 

Get involved! Visit http://treeday.planetark.org 



 
Planting Planned for Jane Brook 

 
 
The banks of Jane Brook will soon be a bit greener, with community tree planting planned for next month. 
 
With  support  from  the City of Swan,  the  Jane Brook Community Association,  in partnership with National  Lifestyle Villages and Echo 
Intelligent, will plant 10,000 trees along the banks of Jane Brook on Friday, July 8. 
 
City of Swan Mayor, Charlie Zannino, said volunteers were being sought for various stages of the program. 
 
“Volunteers are required to prepare the area for planting between June 20 and July 8 and to bag a number of the trees on July 8 and 9,” 
he said. 
 
“You can help make a difference to your local environment by getting involved in this great initiative.” 
 
Midland Ward Councillor, Joe Marino, said the planting would be of selected natives. 
 
“Many parts of the creek have been degraded over the years and after an extensive weed spraying program to eradicate noxious weeds 
the community is keen to bring the Brook back to its former glory,” he said. 
 
“The community spirit being shown by those who have planned the planting is commendable.” 
 

If you would like to volunteer, email mathew.merson@janebrookcommunity.com.au or phone 0438 913 980. 

2011 Climate Change Adaptation Champions Program Finalist Award 
 

Future Proofing Perth’s Eastern Region – Adapting to Climate Change is an innovative regional 
project involving the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council (EMRC) and its six member 
Councils, the Town of Bassendean, the cities of Swan, Belmont and Bayswater and the shires of 
Mundaring and Kalamunda. 
 
In June 2011, EMRC was selected as a finalist in the Organisation 
Category in the National Climate Change Adaptation Research 
Facility’s (NCCARF) inaugural Climate Adaptation Champions 
Award for demonstrating leadership in the area of climate change 
adaptation and mitigation. 
 
NCCARF initiated the Climate Adaptation Champions program to 
recognise and highlight the actions and achievements of 
individuals, groups, communities and organisations that are 
demonstrating leadership in climate change adaptation in 
Australia. 
 

 
To recognise the achievements of EMRC’s Future 
Proofing Project and to inspire others, NCCARF will be 
featuring the outcomes of the project on their website 
and include them in their media package. 
 
List of Australian Climate Change Champions 
Program winners and finalists could be viewed at the 
following web link http://www.nccarf.edu.au/node/643 
 
More information about the Future Proofing Perth’s 
Eastern Region – Adaptation to Climate Change is 
available at: http://www.emrc.org.au/future-proofing-
perth-s-eastern-region-climate-change-adaptation.html 



 

The East Reference Group and the Shire of Mundaring invite you to the  

ECMP Community Workshop 

WHAT: This Community Workshop is an opportunity for you to have a say in broader catchment management and to 

take your local knowledge and ensure it is captured in a strategic plan for the future of the Eastern Catchments.  

WHEN: 18
th

 August 2011 10:00AM – 12:30PM  

WHERE: Shire of Mundaring; 7000 Great Eastern Highway, Mundaring 

                 Includes light refreshments and great networking opportunities with like-minded groups! 

Please RSVP to Gill Hayden-Smith at Perth Region NRM Gill.Hayden-Smith@perthregionnrm.com PH 9374 3322 by 

the 10th August 2011 for catering purposes. 

 

ECMP – Eastern Catchment Management Plan 

Background 

There continues to be considerable passion and community commitment to catchment management in the Eastern 

Hills region. Enthusiasm led to the development of the Swan-Mundaring Integrated Catchment Management Plan 

(ICMP) in 2000, which was used extensively by Catchment Groups and Local Governments in the region.   

 

What do we have now? 

The existing Catchment Management Plan (2000) is comprehensive and has an integrated catchment management 

focus. However, the plan is over ten years old and there have been considerable changes to natural resource 

management since its development.  

 

What changes has there been? 

There have been changes to coordination and administration of natural resource management programs, funding 

and changes in policy and legislation. There are also issues that now require a stronger focus, including climate 

change, bush care and bushfire integration, urban development in catchment areas and indigenous cultural heritage.  

 

What is being done now? 

The East Reference Group is aware of these changes and believes that the existing ICMP needs to be reviewed and 

modernised to keep abreast of the opportunities and challenges facing natural resource management in the region.  

The drafting of an Eastern Catchment Management Plan provides an opportunity to evaluate and focus on 

achievements to date and also identify opportunities for brokering partnerships with key stakeholders to ensure 

effective integrated catchment management in the region.  

mailto:Gill.Hayden-Smith@perthregionnrm.com


 

What has happened so far? 

 Established a Working Group to oversee the project - the Working Group is made up of Officers from Shires 

of Kalamunda and Mundaring, City of Swan, Eastern Hills Catchment Management Program, and the Swan 

River Trust, Chair of Eastern Hills Catchment Management Program, members of Jane Brook Catchment 

Group and supported by Perth Region NRM. 

 Collated documents for a literature review (Background/History). 

 Interviewed those involved with the original ICMP. 

 Have developed the purpose and scope of the revised Plan. 

 Defined the stakeholders. 

 Identified key issues to be included in the plan through a community survey. 

 Employed a consultant to assist the building of a Community Engagement Plan. 

 

 

What Now? 

The next steps are to engage with those groups currently undertaking on-ground work to find out how the East 

Reference Group and the Eastern Catchment Management Plan can best support this on-ground work. The ECMP is 

a key strategic document that can assist groups to attract investment into the region – we just need to know from 

the community how this is best addressed. 

 

How can YOU be involved? 

 Learning about what’s happening. 

 Discussing the ECMP with your EHCMP Officer. 

 Providing feedback to the East Reference Group. 

 Thinking about what you have done on ground and how this plan can help in the next 5 – 10 years. 

 Attend any workshops on the ECMP.  

 

The ECMP Document is a living working document that will become the main action plan for catchment 

management in the eastern region.  It is important that all volunteers who are involved in “their patch” have a 

say.   

 

For further questions or details please contact:  

ERG Local Government Chair – Toni Burbidge toniburbidge@mundaring.wa.gov.au PH: 9290 6666  
ERG and EHCMP Community Chair – Una Bell enquiries@perthregionnrm.com  [ATTN: Una Bell] PH 9295 1668 
EHCMP Coordinator – Karen Warner – Karen.Warner@emrc.org.au PH: 9424 2242 
 
 
  

mailto:toniburbidge@mundaring.wa.gov.au
mailto:enquiries@perthregionnrm.com
mailto:Karen.Warner@emrc.org.au


 

Helena River Picnic Grounds Planting Day 
 

 
Members of the Helena River Catchment Group were joined by over 35 
volunteers on Sunday, 20 June 2011 to plant 3,000 trees at the picnic 
grounds on Helena Valley Road. The day was a great success due to 
the combined efforts of local residents, representatives of Western 
Power, Perth Region NRM, Lower Helena Association and Bassendean 
Preservation Group.  The mammoth task of planting 3,000 local native 
provenance species was achieved in little over two hours. 
 
 
 

 
The previous day’s rain paved the way for a perfect planting day for the 
volunteers. Family groups with children as young as three years of age 
and senior citizens all got their hands dirty for the cause. After the hard 
work the troupe enjoyed a light lunch provided by volunteers. 

Groundwater Replenishment Trial 
 
 
Community awareness and discussion about the Groundwater Replenishment Trial continues to grow as the people of 
Perth demonstrate they have a keen interest in the future of their water supply. 
 
The three year trial, which involves further treating treated wastewater to drinking water standards and recharging it 
to groundwater, is now well underway and community engagement and support are integral to its success and are a 
key focus for the project team.   
 
Public tours of the Advanced Water Recycling Plant and Visitor Centre are available as part of an extensive community 
and stakeholder engagement program to build awareness and knowledge of groundwater replenishment.  To visit the 
facility, fill out the online booking form on our website to book your place on a tour. 
 
In  recent months,  the  team have been out and about  in  the  community at  various events around Perth,  including 
weekend  farmers markets.   The aim  is  to engage more broadly about groundwater replenishment and get valuable 
feedback about how the community feels about recycling water and its potential as a future water source.  If you’d like 
to  find out which events we will be visiting over  the  coming months,  send us an email or keep an eye out on our 
Facebook page. 
 
The Trial now has a dedicated Facebook page and we are very keen  to hear your  thoughts and question.   Visit our 
Facebook page to find out the  latest hot topic discussion.   We’ll also keep you up to date with how the community 
feels about groundwater replenishment. 
 
Members of  the project team are also available on request  to give presentations to your  local community group or 
work network. 
 

For more information or to book a tour phone 9420 2655, email 
groundwater.replenishment@watercorporation.com.au or visit www.watercorporation.com.au/G/gwr/cfm 



 
City of Swan “Rural Properties Revegetation Program” 

 
On Saturday, 19 June 2011, the City of Swan (CoS) through the “Rural Properties Revegetation Program”, gave away 
over 8,500 plants to over 200 residents of the city. This popular program focuses on the revegetation of rural 
properties over 10,000 m2 within the region. The program is an important initiative implemented by the city. 
 
The CoS engaged Men of the Trees (Inc) (MoTT) to especially grow 9,000 trees, shrubs and groundcovers to 
compliment the City’s natural environment. “Men of the Trees” is a non profit organisation, staffed by volunteers 
committed to growing plants for the betterment of the environment. 
 
The wet and windy day ran like clockwork, a testament to the meticulous organisation by Jennifer Williams (CoS) and 
the knowledgeable staff of MoTT, who were on hand to assist residents to select the appropriate plant species for 
their site. 

 
The EMRC marquee provided information on Catchment group 
activities, Eastern Hills Catchment Management Program 
(EHCMP) services and events, as well as providing an opportunity 
to shelter from the rain.  
 
Residents were given the opportunity to enter a draw for a free 
trailer load of mulch from EMRC’s Red Hill waste management 
facility. The mulch comprises of greenwaste collected from 
Council verge collections, greenwaste bins, transfer stations, 
commercial customers and local residents which is then 
composted according to strict standards.  In fact the EMRC runs 
the only local government facility in Australia with Australian 
Standard AS4454 (composts, soil conditioners and mulches). The 
winner of the mulch has been notified and a voucher will be 
issued shortly. 
 

 
Wildflower Society of WA Inc. State Conference 

 
The Octagonal Hall Glen Forest was the venue for the State 
Wildflower Society of WA. Inc. conference. Day 2 of the 
conference members and guests were treated to invigorating 
talks from guest speakers who walked us through Timbertop 
Reserve, Wedge tail Reserve, Blue Wren Reserve and Helena 
River Restoration project. The presentations were 
informative and impressed the audience with their pictorial 
records of achievements from the beginning of projects 
through to the present.  
 
The Eastern Hills branch of the Wildflower society provided 
a delicious array of cakes, slices and hot refreshments for 
morning tea and on completion of the talks treated members 
and guests to a hearty lunch of the most amazing selection of 
soups, crusty bread, fresh fruit and cakes.  
 
After the lunch break the committee and guests were offered 
the opportunity to tour the Helena River Restoration project 
with Craig Wansborough or follow Lorita Schmitz on the 
Ryecroft Ramble.  The Ryecroft Ramble goes through a 
section of the superblock (natural bushland in the Glen 
Forest area set aside for conservation) down through the 
Joanna Seabrook Seed orchard. The tours finished off a very 
interesting and informative event. 

 

Community Action Grants now open 
 
Community groups can now apply for small grants to help 
fund local environmental and sustainable agriculture 
projects. 
 
Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry Dr Mike Kelly has announced that $5 million will be 
available through the 2011-12 Community Action Grants 
round. 
 
Grants of between $5,000 and $20,000 are available to 
help local community groups undertake activities such as 
revegetating landscapes, removing weeds, controlling 
pests, holding field days and improving sustainable land 
management practices. 
 
Since Community Action Grants were announced in 2009, 
877 projects have received funding worth more than $15 
million. 
 
Applications for the 2011-12 Community Action Grants 
round will close Monday 1 August 2011. 
 
More information, including how to apply, is available from 

www.nrm.gov.au or by calling 1800 552 008. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

If you  would like  to receive the Greenpage by email please contact the 
Administration Officer at EMRC at envirotemp@emrc.org.au with “Subscribe 
to Greenpage” in the subject heading and your contact details. 
 
 
 

If you do not have email and would like to receive the Greenpage by post,  
please contact the Administration Officer by telephone on (08) 9424 2216. 

Brad Thompson 
Bushcare Co-ordinator  
Shire of Mundaring 
Telephone: (08) 9290 6685 
Email:  bcc@mundaring.wa.gov.au 
 
 
 
 

Shenaye Hummerston 
Environmental Reserves Officer 
Shire of Kalamunda 
Telephone: (08) 9257 9806 
Email: 
shenaye.hummerston@kalamunda
.wa.gov.au 

Karen Warner 
NRM Co-ordinator, EMRC 
Telephone: (08) 9424 2242 
Mobile: 0428 101 223  
Email:  
karen.warner@emrc.org.au 
 
Eleanor Chaos 
NRM Officer, EMRC 
Telephone: (08) 9424 2264 
Mobile: 0427 088 213 
Email: 
eleanor.chaos@emrc.org.au 
 
 

Leanne Kimberley 
NRM Officer, EMRC 
Telephone: (08) 9424 2245 
Mobile: 0439 095 263 
Email: 
leanne.kimberley@emrc.org.au 
 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Plant of the Month  

Hovea chorizemifolia - Holly-leaved Hovea  
 

Spectacular in flower, the Holly-leaved Hovea 
is an erect, slender and prickly shrub which 
occurs on a variety of soil types, including; 
sand, gravel, laterite and granite. 
 
Hovea species mark the start of the flowering 
season in the Eastern Hills.  Hovea flowers 
are generally purple with a white ‘eye’.  They 
are members of the Fabaceae or pea family.  
The species is unique to the South West 
 

 
 

 
Photo:  Tamara Wilkes-Jones 
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