Swan Valley Progress Association Inc.
A Community United

Department of Water

PO Box K822

Perth WA 6842

Attention: Project Manager, Swan urban growth corridor DWMP

                 Your Ref: WT2743-02 (Melinda Burton)

                  Submission by email

Dear Sir / Madam, 

Draft Swan growth corridor drainage and water management plan 
Our association submission of the DWMP is as follows:

1. Water Allocations (ground water well licence)
Within the document and CD there is no comment of the ground water licensed water allocations of the “estate by estate” developments for parks and recreation. The Swan Catchment is at 100% allocation.  Each applicant for groundwater well licences must lodge their application. Many landowners within the locality have applications lodged without the benefit of a groundwater well licence for either agriculture, viticulture, orchards or pasture management.

If the developers have no allocation of water transferred to their name at time of buying rural properties and allocations from those same properties within the “estate” then the developer should stand in line behind those landowners who have also made application previously. 

2. Impacts of development on rural properties (ground water use)  
The impact from the proposed urban development use of water is a concern for the semi and rural land owners due to rural landowners in the general locality of the estates such as Henley Brook and parts of West Swan “who do not have scheme or reticulated water but use ground water for their domestic and livestock use”.  Have the proposed development impacts to their rural neighbours’ use of groundwater been considered as land owners would want their maximum groundwater level to be kept as this is their only source of water.
3. Contaminated Sites
Have all contaminated sites been assessed, reported on to Dept of Water for all proposed development estates.
4. Contingency Action Plan. 
If the contingency action plan is breached – How effective is the District management plans to cope with the breach such as in the case of seasonal flooding and that of the 50 year and 100 year floods?  Flood Insurance is not the only answer and there is a requirement for a practical management plan if there are breaches. 
· Due to lack of rainfall the Gnangara Mound water levels have dropped.

· The management plans must retain as much water as possible and this will generally raise groundwater levels.
· The urbanisation of the region will increase water runoff. 
· The groundwater levels to the east in the rural areas must be protected.
· Rural communities to the east of the developments do not want the water levels to rise to the point where the eastern communities have further water impacts to their agricultural properties and own housing.

Who funds the management plan if the action plans are breached and impacts both new developments and that of existing rural properties?

5. Whiteman Park south

The DWMP Report suggests that in a 10 year period there will be further plans for this locality which also suggests that the government is still considering to furthering of urbanisation of this area. The southern area of Whiteman Park was to be part of the MRS Amendment for Urban development and the Upper House of State Parliament June 2007disallowed the amendment.  As far as the rural communities who have lobbied successfully for that outcome – this area should be taken out of the DWMP as no drainage plan is required for urbanisation.  

In the Swan Sub Regional Draft Plan the SVPA and others have suggested that “Whiteman Park south” be considered for  a Regional Recreational Park which could have multi-use purpose sports for Shires of Bassendean, Kalamunda, Mundaring and the whole City of Swan.  This would support all the proposed and existing urban estates in Ellenbrook and that of those in the Swan Sub Structure Plan. Therefore this suggestion of this land use acts as a further buffer to Whiteman Park to the south and encourages user-pay options through sport to underpin activities in Whiteman Park.

6. Caversham Air Strip
The Report does not make comment on the previous water issues of the air base or what the area has now in terms of drainage management.

· This area is very sensitive and in previous decades this was a winter swamp.
· The area is fed from the channel sands from the north and from local knowledge the recharge is in October to November of most years.

· This area is the main supply to Horse Swamp in Whiteman Park.

· There is an outlet under Lord Street near the Whiteman Park entry statement.

· This air strip also has its own underground drainage system which has aggregate beds and pipes.

· There is so much water feeding into this area, one can hear the water running thru the drainage system.
· DHW as part of the Albion Development propose to house this area and one must wonder what the management plan and impact and the effect if this area is destroyed as part of the urban development?  
· What is the contingency plan for this issue if the feeder into Horse Swamp is destroyed by housing management?

The association and others in submissions in reference to the Swan Sub-regional Draft Plan suggested a consideration that this area be used instead of housing as the District Public Open Space and be moved from the proposed location of Blundell and Harrow Road, West Swan. This view was due to the knowledge of the water impacts and management issues that urban development would create in this locality.

7. Environmental Question to be considered?  - (Caversham Airbase)

What is the DEC and Dept of Water management plan for the kangaroo and black glove wallaby populations on Caversham Airbase prior to urbanisation as these populations are increasing to the point of overpopulation of the locality.  A cull or if a relocation where – Whiteman Park?

The general understanding is that Black-gloved wallabies are territorial.

The rural and semi-rural landowners do not want the kangaroos or wallabies becoming a problem onto their properties.  This is certainly an issue to be decided prior to any urbanisation proposals on this land.

8. Horse Swamp

This is a wetland that is dependent on flow from the Caversham Air base and its outlet to Whiteman Park. The management plan for Horse Swamp is a priority for water increase.
Horse Swamp overflows into Bennett Brook so any water increase is supported.

9. Creek Beds and existing drains within the DWMP
Have all the existing creek beds and drains been investigated. For many years most of these no longer run due to the declining water levels of the Gnangara Mound.  With urbanisation these will be overflow with runoffs from housing and roads.  What care has been taken in the management plan to consider these existing creek beds and drains that they do not impact rural properties in the future?  The creeks of both Wandoo in West Swan and that of St Leonards’ Creek (Brook) in Henley Brook are two seasonal creeks that may not cope with additional water flows as they cross numerous land holdings within the rural and semi – rural localities abutting the proposed estate by estate developments.

10.  Issues with Report – are they correct ? (Different from local knowledge.)
· Channel sands to the north Yule-dean Street in the Albion Estate not mentioned.

· The outlet south under Lord Street south  of the entrance statement to Whiteman Park that feeds into Horse Swamp not mentioned or on maps.

· The main drain to Horse Swamp on the map is shown north of Yule-dean Road when actually is east of Lord Street.
· St Leonard’s Creek is fed also by the water from Woollcott Street, the maps sight that the water flows into Wandoo Creek which is incorrect – it flows into St Leonard’s Creek.
· Drainage Systems under Caversham Air base not reported.
The association believes that there is more work to be done by the Department of Water and the Local Water Management Plans before any urbanisation of both housing and other infrastructure   can be commenced.  The community want the best possible outcome for the water management and the ground water levels to rural communities abutting the proposed “estate by estate” locations.  
Regards

Secretary

Swan Valley Progress Association Inc. (SVPA)
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