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Mayor’s Message

The City of Swan comprises a large land area with diverse
communities. Planning for such a diverse area requires
creative solutions.
Local Area Plans provide the opportunity to recognise the unique character
and needs of these diverse communities.
Local Area Planning involves local community members working together
with the City to identify the specific issues affecting their community and,
to produce a plan that provides solutions to meet the specific needs of
their local area and to support its unique character. This Local Area Plan is
therefore an important document for the City to plan for infrastructure and
services and manage change at a local level.
The City appreciates the tremendous support and contribution made by
community members and other stakeholders in developing this Local
Area Plan.
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Mayor Mick Wainwright

1.0 Introduction
The City’s Place Management approach to service delivery
recognises that the City is made up of many communities
(Places) which may have very different needs and
aspirations. Documents such as the City’s Strategic
Community Plan and Local Planning Strategy guide the
City’s business planning by identifying future land use,
strategies and actions at the district level but do not
necessarily identify the particular needs and aspirations
of individual communities.

1.1 What is Local Area Planning?
Local Area Planning (formerly Place Planning) has been adopted by Council under
its Integrated Planning Framework (Figure 1) and provides a mechanism for local
communities to address issues through a consultative process. The process establishes a
vision and objectives for each local area and identifies strategies and actions to achieve
the vision and objectives that, together with strategies and actions identified in the
Strategic Community Plan and the Local Planning Strategy, informs the City’s business
planning process.

City of Swan Integrated Planning Framework Model

Figure 1.

Integrated Planning Framework Model
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The Local Planning Strategy (LPS) is a land use planning tool prescribed
under the Planning and Development Act 2005. The LPS examines key
land use planning issues and defines strategies and actions to respond
to those issues at the district level. These issues flow into each other
and cross the key result areas under the SCP. The LPS does not, however,
consider differences between Places, in particular differing community
priorities. Strategies and actions under the LPS will therefore be carried
forward to the Local Area Plans under relevant result area themes but
further refined and prioritised relevant to the local area as a result of the
Local Area Plan community workshops.
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Each result area has a number of outcomes with objectives, strategies
and measures for each. The themes for each Local Area Plan are therefore
aligned to the key result areas under the SCP in order to ensure direct
alignment between the two (refer to Figure 2).
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1.2.1 Strategic Community Plan
At the centre of the model is the Strategic Community Plan 2012–2022
(SCP), which is a document mandated by the Department for Local
Government at the core of business planning by local governments under
the Integrated Planning Framework. The SCP sets out a vision, aspirations
and objectives for the City of Swan over the next 10 years and includes
five key result areas, being; Economic Environment, Natural Environment,
Built Environment, Social Environment and Governance Framework.
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The Local Area Planning Model (Figure 2) indicates how Local Area
Planning integrates with the Strategic Community Plan (SCP) and the Local
Planning Strategy (LPS) in order to inform corporate business planning
to achieve place based planning and service delivery. Each ‘ring’ of the
model informs the next ring in a two way process. The results of annual
monitoring of the service delivery will in turn provide input into the other
rings, thereby closing the loop.
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1.2 The Local Area Plan Model

Figure 2. Local Area Planning Model

6

1.2.3 Local Area Plans
The Local Area Plans (LAPs) consolidate the outcomes and objectives from the SCP and the
strategies and actions from the LPS and further develop these specific to the relevant local
area and prioritise them. This will be guided by a vision and objectives for the local area,
established from a community workshop/s to be conducted for each local area. Outcomes
of the LAPs, importantly, also provide feedback to the LPS and the SCP. Dependent upon the
point within the cycle of review of the SCP and the LPS, LAPs therefore also inform the SCP
and LPS.

1.2.4 Place Based Service Delivery
The outcome of the model is Place based delivery of services in accordance with adopted
strategies and actions detailed in the LAPs and integrated through the City of Swan’s Corporate
Business Planning Process. It is the responsibility of the relevant Place Leader to liaise with
Business Unit Managers on the delivery of those services and to report on issues in this regard
to the Executive as well as through the quarterly reporting process.

1.2.5 Format of a Local Area Plan
The format of this Local Area Plan is as follows:
Part 1 – The Ellenbrook Local Area (Discussion Paper);
Part 2 – Community Engagement: Findings from the workshop(s) and survey; and
Part 3 – Local Area Plan: Strategies and actions.

1.3 Guiding Principles
1.3.1 Sustainability
Create communities that are economically, socially and environmentally
sustainable by:
Supporting opportunities for business and local employment;
Promoting alternative transport modes;
Respecting the natural environment; and
Building active and connected communities.

1.3.2 Access and equity
Create communities where services and facilities are accessible to people with
disabilities and provide opportunities that meet the needs of all sectors of the
local community.

1.3.3 Safety
Create communities where people feel safe to live, work and recreate.

1.3.4 Identity
Maintain and enhance the unique identity of each Place created by its natural and
built form landscape character.

1.3.5 Participation
Local area plans are developed in co-operation with local communities.

1.3.6 Prioritisation
Local strategies and actions are prioritised by the local community.

1.3.7 Integration
The strategies and actions of local area plans are integrated with the strategies and
actions of other strategies of the City and the City’s business planning processes.
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Figure 3.

Ellenbrook local area Street Map
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Part 1 – The Ellenbrook Local Area

2.0 Context
2.1 The Ellenbrook Local Area Plan
The Ellenbrook local area is located approximately 25 kilometres north east
of the Perth CBD. It is bounded by Maralla Road in the north, the localities
of Upper Swan and the Swan Valley in the east, Gnangara Road and
Park Street in the south, and Lord Street and the proposed Perth-Darwin
Highway in the west.

Bullsbrook

Ellenbrook has been master-planned to be a town of several viable
communities. The Ellenbrook local area includes the localities of
Ellenbrook, The Vines, Aveley and part of Henley Brook and Upper Swan.
Development of Ellenbrook commenced in 1992 and since then has been
one of the fastest growing residential developments in Western Australia.
In 2011, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) named the Ellenbrook
statistical area as having the largest population growth in Western
Australia, with an increase of 17,700 people in the ten years to 2011. It is
projected that Ellenbrook will continue to rapidly increase as the largest
population catchment within the City, with an expected population of
approximately 64,214 by 2031.

Gidgegannup
Upper Swan

Gnangara

Ellenbrook

Swan Valley
Ballajura

Malaga

Urban
Growth
Corridor
Swan View

Altone
Midland

N
Guildford/
Hazelmere

Figure 5.
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City of Swan Local Area Plan areas

The Vines

Ellenbrook

Aveley

Henley Brook

Figure 6. Ellenbrook local area in relation to Perth Metropolitan area

Figure 7.

Ellenbrook local area suburb breakdown
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2.2 History
Ellenbrook was named after Ellen Brook, the nearby tributary
of the Swan River, which was itself named for Ellen Stirling,
the wife of Captain James Stirling, Western Australia’s first
Governor.
Ellen Brook, is known as the Aboriginal place name of
“Gyunning”, a significant site as its also an indigenous
camping grounds. The abundance of water in the area would
have meant that before European colonisation, the precinct
was an important location for food resources and it was noted
that the river bank was evidentially a digging ground for
yams.
European settlement of the area dates from the 1830s when
the first land grant was made. Growth was slow, with land
used mainly for farming. Significant development did not
occur until the 1990s. Rapid growth took place from the early
1990s, particularly with development of The Vines and the
several villages being developed around the town centre
at Ellenbrook. Growth continued between 2001 and 2006,
with the population nearly doubling, a result of a significant
number of new dwellings being added to the area.
The planned urban development required amending the
Metropolitan Regional Scheme (MRS) of 763ha of State forest
and 1870ha of general rural land to be re-zoned as urban. The
original plan was for Ellenbrook to become a regional centre
sustaining a population of 70,000, with 60% of the workforce
employed locally.
Concern for the wetlands and native animals potentially
affected by the proposed development, prompted the City
of Swan to facilitate focus groups for concerned residents, as
part of a series of public participation activities. In a report
commissioned for the Department of Planning and Urban
Development, it was strongly recommended that more than
half the proposed development site should be protected as a
conservation reserve to protect the significant and rare native
vegetation and fauna. The report warned that the impact
of development on the water movement through the area,
which drains the Gnangara Mound, could not be determined.

12

The recommendation was to develop the land bordering
Gnangara Road which was judged to be more suitable for
urban development.
In 1994 the City of Swan Council committee recommended to
delay approving development applications in Ellenbrook until
a special environmental committee could be established to
meet conditions set down by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). The City wanted to ensure the protection of
groundwater, wetlands, nutrients, flora and fauna. A technical
review committee was formed with representatives from the
City, Water Authority, Department of Environmental Protection,
the Swan River Trust and Department of Planning and Urban
Development. The Urban Bushland Council identified the area
as a national treasure with Zamia palms and Xanthorrhoea
standing for several hundred years, and with more than 400
plant species, the area contained the most diverse plant
species in the metropolitan area (twice as many found in
Kings Park or Whiteman Park).
The proposed development attracted a record number of
submissions to the Environmental Protection Authority.
Ultimately a quarter of the land area was set aside for
conservation. 1993 saw then Premier Richard Court announce
the launch of the concept plans for Ellenbrook, and by
September 1995 the first residents moved into the
new development. In January 1996 the new Ellenbrook
Primary School was opened, and by April of the same
year sales of blocks had reached 500, and construction
began on the first Community Centre.

ABOVE: Currant and sultana drying, Beus vineyard, Baskerville
1946; Stone’s residence on Nolan Avenue, Upper Swan, c1988;
RIGHT: All Saints Church, Upper Swan 1914

Figure 8. Ellenbrook local area Aerial
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2.3	Socio-economic Profile
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9.4%

Renting 2
7%

22.60%

24.4%

Renting
24.1%

d

19.30%

Ful
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POPULATION FORECAST

Part Time
29.5%

23.4%

HOME OWNERSHIP
85.8% of residents speak
only English at home

Unemployed
13.4%

24.9%

49.9%

25.1%

27.5%

Full Time
65.5%

total households

usual resident population
INCOME LEVELS

EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Ellenbrook local area Socio-economic Statistics (Source: ABS 2016)

3.0 Governance
Governance is the framework of laws, policies, strategies, resources and
processes that enable decision-making.
Local area plans sit within a framework of strategic and statutory instruments produced by the
Western Australian Planning Commission at the regional level, and local strategic and statutory
instruments produced by the City. Regional planning provides the broad framework within
which planning at the local level is required to be consistent. Similarly, the local area plan is
required to be consistent with the City’s local planning framework of policies, strategies and
structure plans. The principal documents that directly influence the direction of the Ellenbrook
Local Area Plan are outlined as follows.

3.1 Regional Planning

It integrates environmental protection and land use planning. It provides certainty in relation
to the environmental outcomes that will be delivered, the areas where development can
be contemplated and the environmental obligations that will apply in terms of avoidance,
mitigation and conservation actions. Importantly for this local area, this document impacts on
the Lexia Wetlands to the west and the Western Swamp Tortoises to the north.

3.1.4 Draft Perth and Peel@3.5 Million
This land use planning document aims to accommodate development for growth to 3.5
million people within the Perth metro area by 2050 while addressing conservation matters
and streamlining State and Federal development approval processes. This document also
includes the draft North-East Sub-regional Planning Framework (NESRPF) to realise the vision
encapsulated in Directions 2031 and Beyond and also the State Planning Strategy 2050.

3.1.1 Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS)
The MRS divides land throughout the Perth Metropolitan Region into broad zones and
reservations. Local Planning Schemes apply more detailed zones and reserves to that land
which is zoned in the MRS. It is a requirement of the Planning and Development Act 2005 that
Local Planning Schemes are consistent with the MRS zones.

3.1.3 Directions 2031 and Beyond
Directions 2031 and Beyond is a high level spatial framework and strategic plan that
establishes a vision for future growth of the metropolitan Perth and Peel regions. It provides a
guide for detailed planning and delivery of housing, infrastructure and services to support the
expected and new growth for the metropolitan region.

3.1.2 Liveable Neighbourhoods
Liveable Neighbourhoods is an operational policy for the design and assessment of structure
plans (regional, district and local) and subdivision for new urban (predominantly residential)
areas in the Metropolitan area, on Greenfield and large urban infill sites. The policy is largely
performance-based.

3.1.5 Draft Perth and Peel Green Growth Plan for 3.5 million
The Green Growth Plan aims to cut red tape by securing up-front Commonwealth
environmental approvals and streamlining State environmental approvals for the development
required to support growth to 3.5 million people. It allows unprecedented protection of
bushland, rivers, wildlife and wetlands through implementation of a comprehensive plan to
protect the environment.
Figure 10. The Planning Framework
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3.1.6 Draft North-East Sub-regional Planning Framework

3.2.4 Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan

The North-East Sub Regional Planning Framework is one of three frameworks prepared by the
WAPC for the outer sub-regions of Perth and Peel that establish a long-term and integrated
planning framework for land use and infrastructure provision. The framework aims to achieve
a more consolidated urban form that will reduce Greenfield developments to accommodate
the projected population growth through increasing residential densities and urban infill
developments.

The Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan (ECIP) has been developed to provide guidance
on future planning, location, development and funding priorities for public open space and
community facilities within Ellenbrook. The intention of the ECIP is to cater for current and
future community needs, based on projected growth, demands, trends and expectations within
Ellenbrook. The ECIP provides a balanced plan, delivering its outcomes in line with the City’s
Strategic Community Plan, focusing on the five key pillars of Governance, Economics, Social, the
Natural Environment and Built Environment.

3.2 Local Planning
3.2.1 Draft Local Planning Strategy 2014

3.3 Decision Making

The process of decision making for local area plans sits within the local area planning model
described in Part 1.1, which ultimately leads to place-based service delivery. The decision making
The draft Local Planning Strategy 2014 is a strategic plan for the entire City of Swan district that
process in the development of the local area plan also includes the community engagement
is required under the Planning and Development Act 2005 and provides the strategic direction
processes. Community workshops were held in the development of the Strategic Community
for the City that informs the Local Planning Scheme, through which it is implemented. The City is Plan (2012-2022), which sets the overarching strategies for development and service delivery
currently working with the Western Australian Planning Commission to prepare this document for in the City of Swan. The Ellenbrook Local Area Plan will also include community engagement
public consultation.
through a request for submissions, community workshops, and online engagement.

3.2.2 City of Swan Local Planning Scheme No.17
The City of Swan Local Planning Scheme No. 17 (LPS 17) sets the land use zones, the uses
permitted within those zones and the requirements for development of land. The majority of the
Ellenbrook local area is currently zoned special use, with landuses defined by the Structure Plans
approved for these special use areas.

3.2.3 Development Contribution Plans
As Ellenbrook is a growing area, Development Contribution Plans (DCPs) between the City and
developers are often implemented. DCPs are required in accordance with the Planning and
Development Act 2005, SPP 3.6 Development Contributions for Infrastructure, and the Local
Planning Scheme. The DCPs contain the following information:
The development contribution area to which the plan applies;
Schedules and mapping of shared infrastructure items for each development contribution area;
Infrastructure cost schedules detailing the cost of each item;
The method of calculation the cost contribution;
The method of cost appointment; and
The process for review of cost contributions.
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Table 1. Actions and strategies relating to the governance framework applicable to the
Ellenbrook local area
City of Swan Strategic Community Plan 2012–2022
G1.1 Provide accountable and transparent leadership
G1.1.1 Continue to develop policy framework that guides decision making
G1.1.2 Integrate planning, resources and reporting
G1.2 Promote the City of Swan as a place to live, work and visit
G1.2.1 Develop successful and collaborative partnerships
G2.1 Improve capability and capacity
G2.1.1 Strengthen Place based delivery model
G2.1.2 Improve organisational systems
G2.1.4 Use resources efficiently and effectively

4.0 Social Environment
4.1 Population
The Ellenbrook population is projected to significantly increase from
26,978 in 2011 to 64,214 in 2031. For comparison of significance, the
population of the City is forecast to increase from 83,167 in 2011 to
197,351 in 2031.
The trend of the age structure within Ellenbrook indicates the
population of the 0-4 and 40-44 age brackets are the most prominent,
aligning with forecast increases in populations and birth rates for
the City as a whole. Ellenbrook is expected to have an increase in
pressure on its senior’s facility and service provision, as the proportion
of 55-60+ years projects to grow at a higher rate than comparative
age groups. Additional characteristics of change in age structure for
Ellenbrook include:

Key Issues
Significant growth in young and aged population
Significant population of CaLD members
High proportion of FIFO families require increased
support services and playgroups

In 2011, the dominant age structure for persons in Ellenbrook was
ages 0 to 4, which accounted for 10.3% of the total persons;
The largest increase in persons between 2011 and 2026 is forecast to
be in ages 5 to 9, which is expected to increase by 2,439; and
The largest age group in 2026 is forecast to be 0 to 4 years, with a
total of 5,007 persons.
Average household size in Ellenbrook will reduce slightly in the
coming years which is consistent with household size trends across
Australia, the City and Greater Perth. This decline may be attributed
to a projected reduction in family sizes, increases in one and two
person households and couples without dependants. It must also
be considered that growth from migrant communities with differing
cultures will impact upon outcomes derived from any demographic
analysis.
A slightly higher percentage of people in Ellenbrook were born
overseas in 2011 with 30.4% as compared with the City’s 29.9%. Of
this percentage of the City’s population born overseas, 15.2% are from
non-English speaking backgrounds whereas Ellenbrook has 9.7% of
its overseas born population from non-English speaking backgrounds.
This indicates a greater percentage of English-speaking populations in
Ellenbrook as opposed to the City and Greater Perth.

ABOVE: Housing in Ellenbrook Town Centre
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4.2 Social Services
Social services required by a community vary depending on several factors, including age group, cultural background,
and even income level. The range of services that can be provided include child health, aged care, youth development,
community development, recreation, organised sport, libraries, and cultural experiences. The City supports a wide range
of services, predominately through the City’s Community Development and Youth Development teams, encouraging
the use of City owned and managed assets to accommodate these services. In the Ellenbrook local area there is an
identified lack of community services, including mental health, employment, drug and alcohol, accommodation support,
financial counselling etc. For residents of the local area to access most of these services they would need to travel
elsewhere (closest major centres being Midland or Joondalup, both 20 minutes away). This is particularly problematic
for young people or members of the community without a private vehicle, due to poor public transport connections to
these centres.
The City is committed to facilitating the provision of these services, along with playing fields, open space, and other
community facilities such as pavilions, in order to offer the opportunity for services, clubs and groups to use City owned
space for their activities.

4.2.1 Early (0-8 years) & Middle Years (9-14 years)
In the last Census (2011) babies and pre-schoolers (0-4 years) accounted for 10.3% (2,785), 5-9 years at 9.2% (2,491),
10-14 at 8.5% (2,288) of the total population. The City of Swan Lifespan Services business unit currently provide free
or low-cost activities for children during school holiday periods, covering the full age range of early years and middle
years, and partners with other organisations to support various children’s initiatives throughout the year. The Community
Development team also supports ongoing coordination of the Ellenbrook Children & Families Connect group, a network
of local parents, schools and service providers committed to supporting children’s development and wellbeing and
connecting families to programs and services. This group works together to deliver and promote a number of local
initiatives.
As the numbers of these early and middle years continues to increase, the provision of Primary Schools is essential.
Within the Ellenbrook local area there are currently 9 Primary Schools. These include:
Ellenbrook Primary School;
Ellen Stirling Primary School;
Arbor Grove Primary School;
St Helena’s Catholic Primary School;
Malvern Springs Primary School;
Holy Cross College;
Ellenbrook Christian College;
Swan Valley Anglican Community School; and
Anne Hamersley Primary School.
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top to bottom: 2015 Outdoor Movie Night and Ellenbrook Place Event

The Ellenbrook local area is also well serviced with childcare facilities with over 10 facility
operators, including day care services, after school care and family services run at home
by qualified residents. It has been noted that while early years and youth are relatively
well catered for, there is a significant gap in programs and services for the middle years
demographic. A major challenge in Ellenbrook is the lack of children or family not-for-profit
service providers based in the area on a permanent basis, as most temporarily come from
other areas to deliver outreach activities in Ellenbrook.

opportunities are similarly limited. There is also a general lack of awareness among the
younger demographics of the existing services available within the local area and across the
City that needs to be addressed.

4.2.2 Young People (12-25 years)

A services gap analysis for the Ellenbrook community is expected be completed by September
2016 to identify the current issues with services provided and to better guide planning for
necessary services into the future.

As a result of research and consultation with the young people of Ellenbrook, and Ellenbrook
Youth Plan was developed in 2015 to inform the City of Swan’s Youth Strategy; Ellenbrook Local
Area Plan and Community Infrastructure Plan. The aim of the plan is to ensure young people
are considered in all levels of government through strategies and actions to ensure:
Young people are provided with access to affordable, adequate leisure and recreation
facilities and spaces;
Young people are engaged with, to address safety issues within the community;
Young people are connected to their community; and
The provision of services and programs for young people is increased.
The facilities and services for young people within the Ellenbrook local area include:
The Cool Room - The Coolamon Youth facility operates 2 nights per week, on Mondays and
Fridays. On a busy night it can reach full capacity with up to 70 young people using it over
a 3 hour period. The amenities offered include pool, ping pong, computers and provide
services such as school holiday programs, sports and group outings.
City staff work with young people and community stakeholders to promote engagement,
develop connections with communities and build a sustainable youth support sector. The City
aims to identify service strengths, explore opportunities for sharing resources and building
partnerships across the community which ensure young people are part of the decision
making process and provide opportunity to participate in community life and have access to
services that meet their needs and reflect their talents, skills and point of view.
Facilities such as BMX tracks and skate parks are also exist at various locations around the
local area, including Woodlake Oval and Coolamon Oval, a BMX track at Charlie Gregorini
Memorial Park and a skate park in Aveley on Egerton Drive.
There are significant issues concerning young people within the City. Support services are
somewhat limited due to the shortage of space available to accommodate providers, and
the inadequate public transport options limits travel to services provided outside the local
area. This includes education, sporting and entertainment facilities. Employment and training

The community experiences major gaps in planning and service delivery, leading to social
isolation of the community. For example Ellenbrook is the second highest referring region for
Headspace, however the closest service for Headspace is in Midland, and there is no direct
public transport option between Ellenbrook and Midland.

The Youth Plan and The Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan both identify the need to
involve young people in planning and consultation process for developments and services
targeted at them. For example, park developments and overall designs, incorporating more
connected areas for young people (hang out spaces) should require communication with those
intended to use the spaces. The need for a youth centre has also been made evident. However
the location for this will need to be investigated further as there are opportunities to either
expand the current facility at Coolamon, or re-locate to a new facility.

4.2.3 Family Services
A new crisis accommodation and Safe at Home program for women and children has opened in
Ellenbrook to provide a safe haven for victims of domestic and family violence. The $2 million
Ellenbrook Family and Domestic Violence Accommodation and Support Service facility was a
collaborative partnership between the Department for Child Protection and Family Support
and the Housing Authority, which provides 5 detached units of various sizes to accommodate
larger families if required. The facility which is managed by the Patricia Giles Centre is evidently
necessary as the statistics in WA show that of the 40,000 cases of domestic violence reported
to the WA police in 2013-14, more than 65% involved the presence of children (Government of
Western Australia, 2016).
Community Development and Place Management staff in Ellenbrook have provided support to
the Patricia Giles Centre during the construction period of the new centre and the Safe at Home
Program for women and children in the Ellenbrook Police District. Although this is a positive
service targeted at women and children in Ellenbrook, the major issue with this service is that
the centre is located in Midland, as no suitable space was found within Ellenbrook local area
to operate from. The Safe at Home Program provides emotional, legal and financial support
services to the families in a bid to assist them in taking the next step forward.
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4.2.3 Aged Care
City provided services have been focused on the ageing population in recent years to enable
residents to ‘age in place’. This refers to the provision of appropriate housing and services
within the community for older people to down-size from family sized homes to smaller
accommodation with universal design features, to enable their ongoing usability as residents’
needs change. In addition to impacts on housing, the changing demographics associated with
an ageing population also impact on health and community services, sport and recreation
services, and community support and social inclusion.
The City’s Strategy for the Ageing Population adopted in 2015 recognises the increased
health needs, reduced income and the condensed working aged population and how these
cause impacts on economic and social issues in communities. The Strategy identifies several
mechanisms for encouraging universally designed, affordable housing options, and the role of
the City in enabling these mechanisms to work.
The City of Swan’s Community Care Lifespan Services offer a variety of support services for
the frail aged or people living with dementia or disabilities. These services are designed to
help people maintain a level of independence, improve quality of life and prevent premature
entry into residential care. Services provision is based on eligibility and services include:
Consumer directed care packages, activity clubs, domestic assistance, personal care, social
support, respite gardening/minor home maintenance, and Community Transport (including the
Ellenbrook shopping bus which has been operating once a week for two years, transporting
clients from their homes to the Ellenbrook Shopping Centre). There are 30 City staff and
approximately 70 City volunteers currently working in this area. However, it is important to note
that the City of Swan’s Community Care Lifespan Services is just one of several care providers
operating in the area. Aged care providers also include Silver Chain which is one of the largest
and well known service providers operating in the local area.
There are issues of accessibility to most buildings within the local area not being adequate
for some members of the older population to use. This includes many of the medical service
facilities which will have increased pressure to serve the population of persons 60 years and
above, which is expected to increase significantly in the Ellenbrook local area. In an effort to
address this increase, the City will give consideration to implementing universal access to all
community buildings and spaces City-wide, as well as a new senior’s space to be developed
within the new Ellenbrook Place Hub. The development, which will be a multifunctional joint
space with the current library facility and will also have the capacity to accommodate services
provided for older people through the Home and Community Care (HACC) Program.
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Key Issues
Pressure for provision of adequate services and facilities as the population continues to rise
The lack of servicing and disconnection of the area causes community-wide social issues due to
isolation
Lack of support for seniors who don’t meet the criteria for the Community Care Lifespan Services
Medical services may not be adequate for the ageing population
Access to services outside the local area are not easily accessible for young or older people via
public transport
Table 2. Actions and strategies relating to social services applicable to the Upper Swan local area
City of Swan Strategic Community Plan 2012–2022
S1.1 Determine service requirements and delivery options in the areas of aged,
youth, families and children
S1.1.1 Develop acceptable service levels and service delivery models
S1.1.3 Strengthen advocacy role on behalf of our community
S2.2 Build a strong sense of community health and safety
S2.2.1 Facilitate improvement of community safety
Ellenbrook Place Youth Plan 2015-2020
Young people are given access to affordable, adequate leisure and recreation facilities and
spaces
Young people are engaged to address safety issues within the community
Young people are connected to their community
Young people have access to an increased provision of services and programs
City of Swan Strategy for the Ageing Population 2015
Ageing residents enjoy healthy and fulfilling lives whilst actively contributing to the
social and economic fabric of Swan
Alignment of infrastructure and services to the changing type, scale and location of
demand
Coordination of services and infrastructure to ensure efficient use of resources across all
three tiers of government, and the community and private sectors
		
Active advocacy on the needs of the ageing community to public and private decision
		 makers
Ongoing opportunities for ageing residents within Swan to have engagement, input and
ownership over those City decisions which impact their lives and wellbeing

4.3 Community safety
The City of Swan’s Community Safety Plan 2014-2018
was developed to prioritise actions and reporting on
community safety matters across the City. The following
key priority areas were identified as the focus for
improving community safety:
Measures to detect and deter crime;
Measures to address the underlying causes of crime;
Addressing safety issues related to personal and
community responsibility in local neighbourhoods;
Increased coordination and responsiveness of agencies
to address community safety; and
Bushfire readiness.

4.3.1 Crime
The Ellenbrook local area is a well-connected community.
However, due to its physical isolation from surrounding
areas and services, there are concerns regarding crime
which exists within the local area. Although Ellenbrook
indicates low crime statistically, there are pockets of issues
including anti-social behaviour, theft, increase in home
burglaries, and illegal dumping.
Residents of Ellenbrook and The Vines are currently
provided with security patrols that cover the area 24/7,
including a phone number that residents can call at any
hour of the day and immediately reach officers in the
mobile patrol vehicles. The objectives of these community
patrols are to provide a visible presence of security in
the community, to assist the police, and to increase the
safety and security for residents by immediately reporting
incidents of crime, anti-social behaviour or suspicious
activity. These patrols also communicate and work with
the police and the City on options to improve community
safety.
Following a community survey conducted in early 2016
showing strong support for the patrols, the City has
extended the current contract for a further two years,

which is funded through a levy to ratepayers within the
area and a contribution from the land developers. Patrols
have been running in these areas for more than 12 years,
with the City going back to the local community every two
years to ensure they still want the service.

4.3.2 Bushfire
Bushfire prone areas within the Ellenbrook local area
include the Wetland Conservation Area in the northern
end of the local area, and dispersed sections within
the suburbs of The Vines and Aveley, which are shown
in Figure 14. Ellenbrook local area is also within close
proximity to Bullsbrook and the Swan Valley boundaries
which both include high risk bushfire prone areas, as
identified in the City of Swan’s Strategic Bushfire Risk
Analysis. Recent bushfires in Ellenbrook which caused
minor damage to homes, showed that the community
are in need of bushfire preparation education and the City
must provide more outlets to do so.
As such, these areas will have influence on development
and land use planning within the Ellenbrook local area. For
example, the City is investigating the option for the new
Ellenbrook Leisure Centre to be built to the standard of an
evacuation centre. That is, constructing the building to be
fit for purpose to ensure its capability of accommodating
the community’s short term housing and health needs, if
an emergency situation was to occur.

ABOVE:security Patrols for Ellenbrook and The Vines

Key Issues
Isolation creates opportunities for crime
Significant bushfire prone areas

Table 3. Actions and strategies relating to community safety applicable to the Ellenbrook local area
City of Swan Strategic Community Plan 2012–2022
S2.2 Build strong sense of community health and safety
S2.2.1 Facilitate improvement of community safety
City of Swan Strategic Bushfire Risk Analysis 2014
3.8.1 Apply Development Requirements in Bush Fire Risk areas
3.8.2 Preparation of Bushfire Risk Management Plan
3.8.3 Retrospective Building Enhancement
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5.0 Economic Environment
Economic development is concerned with
increasing the level of income and the capital
wealth of an area, and distributing that wealth
to the community through local expenditure and
jobs.
The City’s Economic Vision and Strategy (SGS, 2009) is the
overarching strategic document for developing the economic
capabilities of the City of Swan, and developing the area as a
prosperous, self-sufficient and sustainable area of economic
development.
The Strategy notes that along with traditional business
activities such as industry, manufacturing, commercial, and
retailing; the emergence of the ‘knowledge worker’ has
enabled the workforce to ‘work in place’. This has been
further assisted by advances in technology, enabling greater
mobility of workers and an ability to work remotely (including
from home) if desired.
The Economic Vision and Strategy sets out several elements
considered to be part of the City’s ‘Preferred Economic Future’
position statement, of which the following are directly
relevant to the land uses and planned development of the
Ellenbrook local area. One being, the City will enhance its
spatial economic structure through development of existing
activity centres, small towns, employment precincts and rural
areas by enhancing local accessibility, facilitating infrastructure
investments, providing for sufficient industrial land in
appropriate locations and supporting business development
and investment attraction.
As part of the Economic Visions and Strategy, the City
developed an Economic Development Action Plan to
implement this Strategy and achieve an optimal outcome
for the City, its residents and local businesses. Key outcomes
from this plan are:
Actively market the region;
Provide good service;
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Build on existing interpretive services;
Develop products aimed at increasing tourism;
Ascertain which other tourism precincts in the City to 		
promote, and take steps to do; and
Provide for sufficient industrial land in appropriate locations.

5.1 Economy and Employment
The Ellenbrook local area is a growth area and a key regional
hub for shops, community facilities, services, library and
education facilities, which provides the local community
with greater employment opportunities. Ellenbrook itself is
a secondary activity centre within the City of Swan, which is
progressively being developed in line with, and supporting,
the population expectations for the area.

Sub-regional Framework which indicates that employment
densities within Ellenbrook should increase with population,
as a greater diversity of commercial uses is being established
within the centre.
Through discussions with service organisations, local
community groups and residents, it was evident a large
concentration of families and people working in the mining
industry were living in the Ellenbrook local area. As a result of
the high number of FIFO and DIDO workers, a large number
of job losses are expected to be recorded in the 2016 census,
showing the downturn in the mining and oil and gas related
employment.

‘Employment self-sufficiency’ can be defined as a measure of
the quantity of jobs available in a given area as a proportion
of an area’s labour force. The Western Australian Planning
Commission’s (WAPC) Directions 2031 and Beyond, sets an
employment self-sufficiency target of 75% for the north-east
sub-region of the Perth Metropolitan region. The City of Swan
already reached this target with its current resident labour
force of 63,821 workers and 53,350 total jobs, achieving a selfsufficiency of 86.8%.
In 2011, the suburb of Ellenbrook alone had a labour force
of 13,393, of which 3,957 were employed part-time and
8,768 were full time workers. Overall, 96.6% of the total
labour force was employed and 3.4% unemployed. A high
proportion of employment generated in the City of Swan
is in manufacturing (16.2%) retail (12.2%) and construction
(9.8%) industries. Similarly in the Ellenbrook local area, of
the total persons employed 11.4% were in retail, 10.9% were
construction and 10.2% were in manufacturing industries.
The 2011 Census for ‘Place of Work’ showed 3,300
people were employed in the Ellenbrook statistical area.
Approximately 70% of these workers lived within the City of
Swan boundaries, and almost 60% of people both lived and
worked within Ellenbrook. This is in line with the North-East

ABOVE:Advertisement Opportunity on City Waste Truck

The Ellenbrook town centre is a secondary activity centre within the City of Swan, second to
Midland. The town centre which includes the retail centre and surrounding services currently
provides 150 hectares of shopping, office space, and entertainment and community services
to the regional catchment of approximately 60,000 people. An expansion of the town centre
has been planned for and once complete will have a net leasable area of approximately
217,000m2 for retail, commercial and light industrial use, all of which will provide business
and employment opportunities for the local population.
The Woodlake Village offers neighbourhood level shopping, restaurant and medical services,
including Ellenbrook IGA, Woodlake Village Medical Centre and various restaurants. Aveley
has The Vale Town Centre, which also includes a supermarket, medical centre and a
pharmacy on Egerton Drive and a block of café/restaurants just off Gnangara Road. These
services provide for the immediate surrounds of the local area.
The Vines has a well-established international holiday resort and tourism destination in the
historic Swan Valley, with a 36-hole golf course, restaurants, and conference and events
facilities. The Vines Resort is considered part of the Swan Valley, a key tourism precinct for
the City and of great regional significance to the local area, as it contributes to our growing
market of visitors and one of Western Australia’s premier visitor destinations.
There is also land earmarked for expansion north of Ellenbrook identified in the Economic
and Employment Lands Strategy (WAPC, 2012) for a potential non-heavy industrial site,
which includes a portion of the Western Swamp Tortoise buffer zone. As a significant
employment hub, any expansion would be expected to create an increase in employment
opportunities in the construction, healthcare and social assistance, manufacturing, transport,
distribution and warehousing and retail sectors (WAPC, 2015) and will add to the local area’s
employment self-sufficiency.

Key Issues
	Mining, oil and gas related industry employed families are
currently at higher risk of experiencing unemployment and
financial hardship
Lack of employment opportunities for young people and
disconnection from employment centres

Figure 11. Draft North-East Sub-regional Planning Framework - Employment Opportunities (Source: WAPC)
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Figure 12. Key Commercial areas in the Ellenbrook local area
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Table 4. Actions and strategies relating to the economic environment applicable to
Ellenbrook local area

E1.1 Attract business and investment opportunities
E1.1.1 Identify extent and type of industry growth and address our
economic vulnerability
E2.1 Active support and develop local and new business
E2.1.2 Create business and community partnerships
E2.1.3 Review and align land use and infrastructure plans
S2.1 Strengthen Place based access and delivery of services
S2.1.1 Strengthen place based management of services

6.0 Natural Environment
6.1 Natural Resource
Management & Environmental
Protection
6.1.1 Biodiversity
The City’s Local Biodiversity Strategy (2016) identifies a
number of threats to local biodiversity including ‘Land Use
Planning and Development’. It is noted that without proper
consideration of biodiversity impacts, land use planning and
development is the biggest threat to biodiversity, through
clearing of land, and interruption of ecological linkages. The
strategy identifies areas in need of protection, including
the bush forever site in the north-west corner of Ellenbrook
shown in Figure 13. The strategy proposes the need for a
local planning policy to be developed with the purpose to
protect these areas. The policy should act as a tool to guide
development in and around these specified areas and identify
criteria to follow.
The Australian Heritage Commission has the Ellenbrook
natural area listed in the Register of the National Estate
Database as regionally very important, containing a large
remnant of native vegetation on the Swan Coastal Plain. The
mix of vegetation types on different land forms and soils has
led to a considerable diversity with at least 25 vegetation
types having been identified in the area and a rich array of
fauna due to the mixing of Coastal Plain and Darling Scarp
Species. It is also one of the most floristically rich remnants of
native vegetation on the Swan Coastal Plain, having over 400
native plant species.
The Ellenbrook local area is adjacent to the critically
endangered Western Swamp Tortoises, which were thought to
be extinct before their rediscovery in 1953. They are currently
being bred at the Perth Zoo and being released in several
sites including the Ellen Brook Nature Reserve and Twin
Swamps Nature Reserve.
The Ellenbrook local area contains many Bush Forever sites
within and around its boundary. These sites include Egerton
Spring Mound, which is under the control of the WAPC, and

Cardinal Drive Bushland, Wetherall Road Bushland (1&2),
Maralla Road Bushland and Melaleuca Conservation Park,
which are under the control of the Department of Parks and
Wildlife.
The target for creating Bush Forever sites is 10 per cent
of the habitat which need to be protected. This has been
established in the Ellenbrook local area, which balances the
needs of human development with the conservation needs.
The 10% target for representation of the original extent of
each vegetation complex on the Swan Coastal Plain portion
of the Perth Metropolitan Region was established in the City
of Swan’s Urban Bush Land Strategy. The World Conservation
Union also recommends 10 per cent is the internationally
accepted level to ensure a species will survive.
Bushland and foreshore reserves under the City’s
management include:
Ellen Brook Lower Foreshore Reserve
Farmaner Wetland
Grassdale Wetland
Moulton Wetland
Mornington Park
Aveley Road Bushland
Taton Wetland
Roxburghe Drive Foreshore
Clydesdale Creek Foreshore (opposite to Roxburghe)
Duvall Wetland
Zanzibar Wetland
Wistful Wetland East and West

The City supports “Friends of” groups which organise
environmental activities such as the removal of dumped
waste, arrange flora/fauna walks and revegetation of land
in selected City reserves. The City has the resources to assist
such groups working within these areas through providing
equipment, seeds, plants for revegetation, weed control
and training. The City’s Bushcrew and other officers also
offer support with their practical knowledge of the lands, its
species and best practice management skills.

6.1.2 Water
Since 1975, Perth and the Southwest of Western Australia
have experienced a 12% drop in rainfall. This has contributed
to an overall decline in surface water sources over time and
this trend is predicted to continue by the Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO).
Declining rainfall and surface water has forced Perth to
increase the use of groundwater as a means to increase its
water sources. The City acknowledges that the availability
of water resources is slowly declining and for this reason
has committed to improving its own corporate water
management.
The City of Swan Water Action Plan 2013 sets out the City’s
water management goals including reducing community
water consumption to below 125kL per person, in alignment
with the Water Corporation’s goal of reducing water
consumption per capita, from 147kL per year in 2007/2008
to 125kL by 2030. This is undertaken by the City through
education and appropriate pricing regimes and the City has
already reached the 125kL per person per year water use
level.
In terms of water management, the City of Swan is
committed to:
Preserving and protecting the ecology and biodiversity of
our natural ecosystems;
Implementing ‘best practice’ in the management of ground
and surface water quality and quantity; and
Preventing and/or managing contamination of developed
land and other inappropriate land management practices
(City of Swan’s Sustainable Environmental Policy 2014).
Ellenbrook local area has large woodland areas which are
in excellent condition, along with important wetlands. This
includes the Lexia Wetlands, a 350 hectare reserve home to a
variety of wildlife including kangaroos, birds and emus. Many
creeks and streams also lead off from the Ellen Brook Reserve
in Upper Swan, through the Ellenbrook local area and on to
the Swan River as shown in Figure 13.
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The Ellenbrook local area water management is guided by
several local water management strategies produced as a
requirement with each local structure plan developed. These
align with the principles set out in the WAPC’s 2008 Better
Urban Water Management document. The document can be
accessed on the Department of Planning’s website.

6.1.3 Waste
Since 2012/13, the City has increased its collection of general
waste from 38,966 tonnes to 41,150 tonnes in 2014/2015,
and from 9,968 tonnes recycled materials, from residents
and businesses through its kerb side waste, and recycling
to its current 10,780 tonnes. Waste is taken to the Red Hill
Waste Management Facility that is operated by the Eastern
Metropolitan Regional Council (EMRC) on behalf of its six
member councils.
Recyclables are transported to the Cleanaway Recycling
Facility, Hazelmere Timber Recycling Centre and private
construction and demolition recycling companies. Every year
more than of 15,000 tonnes of timber from commercial and
industrial wood waste are recycled at Hazelmere Timber
Recycling Centre.
E-waste, or electronic waste, deserves thoughtful disposal so
that valuable resources and components such as copper wire,
glass, plastics and metals can be recovered. Many e-waste
items can be recycled, with benefits including diverting waste
from landfill, reclaiming valuable resources, and reducing
water and energy that would be used to make new materials
and products. E-waste is a diverse and rapidly growing type
of waste that includes items such as computers, batteries,
televisions, white goods etc. E-waste items can be recycled
at the regular Recyclable Goods Drop-off days or at The Green
Room at the Ellenbrook Shops.
Wood products are shredded and screened into wood chip
and wood fines and used for animal bedding, compost,
mulch, and feedstock for bio-filters (EMRC).The City currently
is in the final stages of a planning process to develop a
Materials Recovery Centre in Bullsbrook.
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This will deal with clean recyclable bulk materials both from
bulk verge collections carried out by the City and also the
general public.
With the expected increase in its population and commercial
and industrial activities, especially within expected growth
areas, the City is continually reviewing the requirements and
options for new infrastructure to provide the community
and local businesses with possibilities for recycling and to
minimise waste.

6.1.4 Climate Change
The City is continually running programs for the community
and businesses on reducing carbon dependence, and
changing lifestyle habits for a more environmentally friendly
outcome. These workshops are conducted at each Place
Library and focus on sustainable living practices such as worm
farming, small farm holdings, sustainable gardening etc.
The City has also completed a Carbon Management Plan
which provides policies and actions to maintain and develop
our capacity to monitor and manage the carbon outputs
arising from our service provision and to report these in an
open and transparent manner to our community.

6.1.5 Bushfire
Bushfire is a realistic threat in the local area, demonstrated
by fires in 2014 and 2015 to the north/west of the developed
area. As long as rural and bush lands surround the urban
area, bushfires will remain a community safety issue. The
City’s bushfire mitigation program incorporates annual
monitoring and coordination of established works programs
for the installation and maintenance of firebreaks, strategic
access, slashing, pruning, herbicide treatments, physical
removal of hazardous materials and preparatory work
for a controlled burning program. This program manages
bushfire hazards on public reserves, road verges and various
other land parcels that are either owned free hold by the
City or placed under the City’s care by management order.
Mitigation plans and programs are carefully developed to
reduce fire hazards and risks to an acceptable level with a
priority to protect life, property, essential infrastructure and
the environment. The areas in the Ellenbrook local area that
are prone to bushfires have been identified in Figure 13.

ABOVE: Farmaner Wetland (Source: Curtin University)

ABOVE: Grassdale Wetland (Source: Curtin University)

Table 5. Actions and strategies relating to community safety applicable to the Ellenbrook
local area
City of Swan Sustainable Environment Strategy 2012
Implement the City of Swan’s Local Biodiversity Strategy
Identify and revegetate land under City management for the purpose of naturally
treating the quality of storm water discharge into the river system
Seek funding and partners to develop a water quality education program in relevant
communities
Develop community awareness campaign with partners to increase knowledge and
understanding of the reality of water availability amongst ratepayers and Council and
encourage improved behaviours in water use
City of Swan Draft Local Planning Strategy 2014
Review the Biodiversity Strategy and implement its recommendations. Include
measures to preserve remnant vegetation, encourage re-vegetation of existing
cleared areas, reduce the degradation of soil and water and protect Declared Rare
Fauna and Flora
Investigate feasibility of alternative water supply measures such as storm water
harvesting and grey water/recycling in new subdivisions, and infill developments for
residential and business
Adopt an agreed climate change scenario prediction and implement appropriate land
use planning actions within the planning framework to ensure communities and
infrastructure are resilient to the predicted climate change
City of Swan Local Biodiversity Strategy 2016
Develop a ‘Local Planning Policy for Biodiversity Conservation’
Require environmental management plans for all new natural area reserves as a
condition of subdivision, or development
Review and update the City’s Landscape Guidelines: Streetscapes and Public Open
Spaces

Key Issues
New development will involve clearing of land
Issues with trail bikes and off road vehicles on reserved land
Increase in water use for new areas, specifically residential and
playing fields
Maintaining greenspace linkages
FROM ABOVE: Mornington Park, Moulton Wetland and Wistful Wetland
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Maralla Bushland
Melaleuca Conservation Park
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9
Ellen Brook Nature Reserve
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Cardinal Drive Bushland
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3
11
7
Wetherall Road Bushland

Ellen Brook

2
4

City Managed Sites:
1. Farmener Wetland
2. Mornington Park
3. Moulton Wetland
4. Wistful Wetlands
5. Tatton Wetland
6. Roxburghe Drive Foreshore
7. Duvall Wetland
8. Zanzibar Wetland
9. Grassdale Wetland
10. Clydesdale Creek Foreshore
11. Aveley Road Bushland
12. Ellen Brook Lower Foreshore

8

Swan River
Egerton Spring Mound

N

Rivers and Streams
Bushfire Prone Areas
Bush Forever Sites
PSLNA in Bush Forever

Figure 13. Signifincant Natural Areas in Ellenbrook local area
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7.0 Built Environment
The built form of a place helps to create character through its physical built
infrastructure. It helps to create a story of the area’s history, charm, sense of
place and reflects the community.
The current built form within the Ellenbrook local area dates from the 1830s when the first land
grant was made. Growth was slow, with land used mainly for farming. Rapid growth took place
from the early 1990s, particularly with development around the town centre at Ellenbrook.
Population growth has rapidly increased since and is expected to continue to grow well into the
future. However before formal settlement of the land occurred, significant Aboriginal sites had
already been well established.

7.1

Aboriginal Heritage

Aboriginal heritage places provide Aboriginal people with an important link to their present
and past culture and are an important element of heritage for the whole community. The
significance of Aboriginal heritage within a development site is important to recognise, protect
and include within any new proposal.
The Ellenbrook local area has a number of registered archaeological sites of significance
including a campsite, swamp artefacts, scatter in the area and mythological sites around
Wistful Wetlands and the Ellen Brook areas. These sites are publicly recorded Registered
Aboriginal Sites with the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, mapping of these sites are available
at the Department’s website (www.daa.wa.gov.au).
Approval is required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 for any development on land
where sites of significance are registered. This may require consultation with local Aboriginal
people, a heritage survey and a full inventory of heritage values, or other requirements from
the Department of Aboriginal Affairs. In some instances further archaeological investigations
will be required, along with Cultural Heritage Management Plans required to be submitted by
developers.

7.3 Built Form
7.3.1 Residential
In 2011, 92.1% of the housing in Ellenbrook comprised of detached dwellings and 7.9% were
medium density dwellings (e.g. Townhouses). High density living is expected to increase in
the area as developments of apartment buildings, mainly in the town centre, are currently
increasing in popularity. In addition to apartments, a proposal from the LWP Property group
to develop small lot two storey homes with minimum lot sizes of 80m² will be trialled within
400m of the Ellenbrook town centre. These lots are expected to appeal to the projected
population of smaller households and first home buyers, which currently make up 40% of
home purchasers within Ellenbrook. The trial is currently awaiting approval from the WAPC.

7.3.1.1 Residential Areas
Ellenbrook
Development of modern day Ellenbrook commenced in 1992 and since then has been one
of the fastest growing residential developments in Western Australia. In 2011, the Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) named the Ellenbrook statistical area as having the largest population
growth in Western Australia, with an increase of 17,700 people in the ten years to 2011.
Ellenbrook’s population live in ‘villages’ clustered around the town centre. There are eight
villages known locally as Woodlake Village, the Bridges, Coolamon, Morgan Fields, Charlotte’s
Vineyard, Malvern Springs, Altis, and the recently released Annie’s Landing. The land sites
range from 150m² to 2000m² providing a variety of options to attract a diverse community.

This reflects the recognition by the City to address and acknowledge Aboriginal heritage from a
variety of perspectives including through development.

7.2 European Heritage
The development of the local area dates back to 1830, when Ellenbrook was named after Ellen
Stirling, the wife of Captain James Stirling and made its first land grants. There are no areas
within the Ellenbrook local area listed on the State Heritage Register, however there are sites
listed on the Local Government Inventory in the surrounding areas including Ellenbrook Estate
Millstream Bridge and Ellen’s Brook Bridge in Belhus.
above: Ellenbrook Estate Millstream Bridge
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Aveley

7.3.1.5 Future Residential Areas

Aveley is located east of Ellenbrook and south of The Vines,
with a residential population of more than 4,000 people. It
was previously named Australia’s Best Residential Community
by the Urban Development Institute of Australia. The built
form of Aveley differs from most of its surroundings through
its substantial amount of development designated to
landscaped parklands, lakes, walking and cycle paths which
provides passive and active recreational opportunities and
encourage conectivity within the community.

As a result of the State level documents, the Lexia Traingle,
located just north of Gnangara Road and West of Drumpellier
Drive, has been earmarked for a future residential
development in the Ellenbrook local area. The development of
3,720 dwellings and a total population of approximately 11,000
people are projected for the area. No MRS or Local Planning
Scheme amendments have been initiated for the site, and
development won’t be likely to commence until post 2028.

The Vines
The Vines originated from an estate of the same name
involved with viticulture. Growth of the suburb centred
around the development of The Vines Golf Course and Resort
community in 1989, with the first residents moving into the
area in the same year. The area differs from most other
suburbs in the Ellenbrook local area as it is characterised by
large houses on large sized lots, in addition to it being the
biggest tourism destination in the area.

Key issues
The residential areas do not identify as one local area, and
often seperate from eachother
Infrastructure and service provision as part of future 		
development
Improvement of storm water management
Impact of new urban development in the Ellenbrook local
area

The area located to the west of the Upper Swan townsite,
bounded by the Perth-Geraldton freight railway line to the
east, the Ellen Brook to the west and north, and Rose Street
to the south is also earmarked for development in the short
to medium term. Residential subdivision of the land should
be allowed following a detailed structure plan and subdivision
approval.

Henley Brook
Part of Henley Brook sits within the boundary of the
Ellenbrook local area, which takes its name from one of
the earliest named areas in Western Australia, Henley Park.
One of the main features of the suburb is the All Saints
Church, which is the oldest Anglican Church in the State,
with foundations laid in 1839. Henley Brook also boasts the
significant landmarks of Haddrill’s House, Spring Park and
Edward’s House, all of which are on the Register of Heritage
Places. Currently operating as rural, the area is zoned urban
deferred which indicates that the State Government is in
favour of this area being developed and urbanised in the
future.

above: Built form throughout the Ellenbrook local area
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7.4 Community Facilities and Open Space
7.4.1 Community Facilities
The Ellenbrook local area is well catered for in regards to physical infrastructure provision. The
City of Swan’s Draft Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan (CIP) provides guidance on future
planning, location, development and funding priorities for public open space and community
facilities. City owned facilities within the local area, which are also available for community
booking, include:
Woodlake Community Centre;
Charlotte’s Vineyard Pavilion and Community Building;
Ellenbrook Community Library;

The Ellenbrook Library is located within the town centre on Main Street, and is a joint use
facility with Ellenbrook Secondary School. The library offers free WiFi, business services,
free sustainability workshops and children’s early years activities. The main challenges are
the lack of meeting spaces, and the issue of targeting groups such as those above the age
of 60 and children in need of early literacy to use the facility. The Library Resource Centre
is expected to undergo a redevelopment, which will include the Place Service Hub, office
provision for a senior’s facility (HACC) and additional meeting, consultation and learning
spaces for Ellenbrook residents. Consideration will be given to relocating customer services
to the new Place Service Hub, which will work towards a digitalisation program including
rate payments, pet registrations and building application submissions made available 24/7.

Coolamon Pavilion (including the Cool Room);
Aveley Community Centre;
Malvern Springs Community Centre and;
Ellenbrook Sports Hub’ Pavilion (Southward) and Community Centre (Northward)
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In 2031 it is projected that approximately 60,000+ people will be living within the Ellenbrook
local area. This figure signifies the need for a recreation/aquatic facility according to the City’s
standards of provision. Currently in the design stage, the Ellenbrook Leisure Centre will be built
to a 5 Star Green standard and be incorporated within the Ellenbrook Sports Hub on Cashman
Avenue. The completion date of the centre is expected to be in 2021. In addition to the indoor
pools and multi-purpose courts, the leisure centre will provide a health and fitness component,
creche and meeting spaces suitable for community members to book for functions, group
activities and meetings.
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2. Coolamon Oval Community Centre
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3. Charlottes Vineyard Pavilion
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4. Aveley Community Centre
1

4

5. Malvern Springs Community Centre
6. Ellenbrook Library
7. Ellenbrook Sports Hub Pavilion

Gnangara Road

8. Ellenbrook Sports Hub Community Centre
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Lord Street

The Cool Room facility at the Coolamon Pavilion is currently only booked 2 nights a week,
with the capacity to hold only 70 people. In order to accommodate the projected population
increases with young people, it may need to be expanded to facilitate the higher usage or an
alternative option will need to be investigated by the City.

e

5

The City also provides skate parks to cater to young people, located at Woodlake and
Coolamon, a small skate path located in Aveley, and a BMX track at Gregorini Oval. The
Ellenbrook District Open Space North was also recently completed and therefore the function
room provided within the pavilion is in new condition and available for community use.

Park Street

Figure 14. Community Facilities in Ellenbrook local area
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7.4.2 Open Space
The quality of open space forms part of a place’s urban fabric and the quality of life
in that place. These spaces contribute to defining a community’s unique identity and
provide social, environmental and economic benefits to its residents, workers and
visitors. The current sporting open space provision located within the Ellenbrook local
area includes:
Woodlake Oval;
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Aveley Oval;
Gregorini Oval;
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Charlotte’s Vineyard Oval;
3

Ellenbrook Sports Hub (District Open Space North and South)

1. Coolamon Oval
1

There are also passive open spaces within the Ellenbrook local area, including the
Woodlake Amphitheatre, Sandown Park in Henley Brook and the Annie’s Landing District
Playspace, which has been designed to incorporate natural bushland setting.
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5. Ellenbrook Sports Hub
6. Charlie Gregorini Memorial Park
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Gnangara Road

A key recommendation from the CIP to address this is to discourage the increasing
development of small pocket parks and landscaping within the area, as it affects the
number of sites available for sporting open spaces. These small sections of landscaping
are often over designed by developers to attract buyers to the area and once handed
over to the City, in addition to the ‘wasteful’ space, it also incurs high maintenance costs
to the City.

N
Lord Street

In the Ellenbrook local area, current provisions for sporting open space meets current
demand, with opportunities to increase the usage on most open spaces. However,
Ellenbrook is a growth area and as such, it is anticipated that current open space
provisions may not be adequate to cater for the future population of the area.
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Coolamon Oval;

Park Street

Table 6. Hierarchy of community facilities and open space in the City of Swan
Regional- The largest provision of open space in the community, they are the focal points for
organised sport, recreation, conservation and environmental features. They serve not only residents
of the City of Swan but the wider region.
District- Principally provides for organised formal sport and recreation for multiple surrounding
neighbourhoods. These are high amenity destinations suitable for regular sporting events or festivals.
They provide a significant visual break in the urban environment e.g. Ellenbrook District Open Space
North and South.
Neighbourhood- Serves as the recreational and social focus of a community where residents are
attracted by the variety of features and facilities, and opportunities to socialise. This form of open
space should be designed for longer stays e.g. Woodlake or Coolamon Oval.
Local- Can be categorised as small ‘pocket’ parks. Usually designed for short passive stays and is
visually appealing.

Figure 15. Public Open Space and Reserves in Ellenbrook local area

Key issues
Pressure on community facilities to accomodate increasing
population
Increasing provision of small pocket parks with new
residential developments
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7.5 Infrastructure Services

7.6 Transport and Access

Restrictions to the availability of essential infrastructure could
be a major constraint to the growing Ellenbrook local area, as
new urban/residential developments continue to expand in
the area.

A key objective for transport and access within the Ellenbrook
local area is to provide an effective and efficient network
for people and freight that is compatible with the land uses,
connects with key employment opportunities and links the
area to the greater Perth and Peel, and other key destinations
within the sub-region.

7.5.1 Wastewater
The Water Corporation of Western Australia (Watercorp) has
full responsibility for sewerage provision and the City has little
influence in servicing any networks within the Ellenbrook
local area. Proper assessment of capacity requirements,
compared with the existing capacity of the networks, should
be undertaken before any discussion on redevelopment can
be finalised.

7.5.2 Water Infrastructure
The City is responsible for providing storm water drainage
infrastructure to ensure the removal of the damaging
effects of storm water from rain events of a specified design
severity. Drainage infrastructure protects residents’ property
from damage, and surrounding services from damage or
deterioration, which allows infrastructure such as roads,
footpaths, car parks and even sorting facilities being subject
to water inundation, to function as originally intended. The
majority of the Ellenbrook local area has reticulated water
connections.
Provision of potable water is one of the fundamental
infrastructure requirements to progress any development. The
City is not a water provider and only facilitates the structure
planning process and agreements between landowners and
Watercorp.
Environmentally sustainable design principles are being
promoted by the City for more efficient use of water within
new and existing community buildings owned by the City
of Swan. Improvements to the reticulation and water usage
will be required on all active Public Open Spaces to meet
Department of Water requirements.
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7.6.1 Road Network
The Ellenbrook local area is connected to the rest of
metropolitan Perth through Gnangara Road and Lord Street.
Gnangara Road is a major east-west transport route that has
been recording an average traffic volume of almost 25,000
vehicles per day, well exceeding the capacity of a single lane
carriage. In 2011, the City obtained $4 million in funding from
the State Government to upgrade the section of Gnangara
Road between Drumpellier Drive to Pinnaster Parade and to
install traffic signals at the intersection of Gnangara Road/
Drumpellier Drive. The upgrade works for this section were
completed in December 2012.
At the end of 2012, the City was successful in obtaining
significant funding to the value of $22.6 million from the
State Government to upgrade Gnangara Road to a dual
carriageway from Alexander Drive to Drumpellier Drive. The
City is contributing an additional $4.3 million. Since receipt of
the funding, the City has been working closely with various
State Government Departments and utility service providers
to obtain the necessary approvals and relocate affected utility
service as quickly as possible.
The upgrades will see Gnangara Road upgrade from a single
lane to a 4-lane dual carriage, new interchanges, streetlight
installations and U-turn facilities. Construction commenced at
the end of 2014, and is anticipated to be completed in 2017.
The geographical location of the area along with the rapid
population growth has caused some key issues for the area,
including:

Car dominance, due to the distance from destinations 		
outside the local area and the lack of public transport 		
options;
Increasing road congestion during peak times, particularly
through Lord Street and;
Public transport becomes unreliable as congestion affects
the times of service.
The Main Roads Ellenbrook Rapid Bus Transit (2016) initiative
aims to address these issues through its strategy to improve
connectivity and mobility for residents of the Ellenbrook
area now and into the future. Included in the plan is the
construction of a new Lord Street, which will run parallel
to the existing Lord Street, turning the existing 2 lanes into
4 lanes. This is expected to ensure better accommodation
of traffic movement to the south of Lord Street, between
Youle-Dean Road and Reid Highway through the new road
and intersections. This will also address safer and reliable
access to Reid Highway, where most commuters experience
queues of up to 2km during peak hours. Once the new Lord
Street is completed, a majority of the existing Lord Street will
act as a local access road, creating a more liveable and safer
environment for the surrounding areas.
In addition to this, Main Roads has commenced the NorthLink
WA project which further promotes the vision to reduce
congestion and traffic flows for the future population of Perth.
Stage 2 of the project, known as the Central Section, involves
a free flowing link from Reid Highway to Ellenbrook that will
be constructed in order to improve access to Ellenbrook and
its surrounding areas. The purpose of this particular link is
to remove four of WA’s top 15 most dangerous intersections,
one of these being Beechboro Road/Gnangara Road. This
involves the construction of interchanges at Hepburn Avenue,
Gnangara Road and at Ellenbrook. The Northern Section,
Stage 3, of the project connects with the Central Section of
Reid Highway to Ellenbrook, through Stock Road, Neaves Road
to Muchea. Both stages are currently unfunded and seeking
applications for tenders.
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A proposed bridge over the Ellen Brook is currently in
the design phase and due for completion by end of 2016.
Funding for the bridge will consist of 40% from the DCP
and the remaining 60% will be funded by the National
Stronger Regions Fund. The design will go out to tender with
construction expected to commence mid-late 2017. As the
area is bushfire prone, the bridge connection would be of
benefit as it would provide for both general and emergency
services traffic, and evacuation options in both the northward
and southward directions.
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This will provide a strategic connection between the northern
portion of The Vines and Railway Parade over the Ellen Brook.
The DCA5 Bridge has a recognised planning need as it would
provide broader choices for route options, reduce the flow
of traffic across the road network, and form an alternative
link from Ellenbrook to Upper Swan and south along Great
Northern Highway.
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Figure 17. Functional Road Hierarchy Ellenbrook Local Area

Figure 16. NorthLink Map (Source: Main Roads 2016)
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7.6.2 Cycling Routes

7.6.3 Public Transport

The Ellenbrook community recognises that due to its location, the area’s connectivity and
accessibility is lacking and discourages people from attempting the use of cycling as a
transport option. Therefore travel methods are heavily reliant on motor vehicles. The City’s
Cycle Connect Strategy aims to produce a strategic direction for the future provision of cycle
facilities in all urban areas of the City.

Public transport is essential to the economic and social quality of communities. It provides
access for those who do not have private vehicles and for those who choose to use public
services. Public transport improves overall mobility, not only for the user but also for those
who choose to use other modes. As the Ellenbrook local area continues to grow, the service
and efficiency of public transport options will need to improve significantly to cater to the
expected population. The services that run through Ellenbrook include one going from the
Ellenbrook Transfer Station through to the Ellenbrook Shops, and the other from Morley
Bus Station stopping at Bassendean Station, Altone Road/Bennett Springs Drive, Ellenbrook
Transfer Station and the Ellenbrook Shops before ending at Banrock Drive/Dunnett Drive.

The Swan Valley Bike Plan aims to develop a network of shared cycle and pedestrian paths
through much of the Swan Valley over the future years. Currently there is ten kilometres
of path along the western side of West Swan Road, between Guildford and Henley Street,
Henley Brook with future plans to extend the trails northwards linking the residential areas of
Ellenbrook and the Vale. The Swan Valley Bike Plan aims to promote economic development in
the Swan Valley and the promotion of Cycle Tourism.
The NorthLink WA project works are proposed to include the construction of new cycling and
pedestrian routes, consisting of 4m shared paths alongside Tonkin Highway from Guildford
Road to Ellenbrook in an effort to tackle these issues. This is consistent with the findings
noted in the CIP for the Ellenbrook Area, where it is recommended that the City develops
active pedestrian and cycling routes around the local area which links existing outdoor fitness
equipment sites. An active route entails of routes that are line marked with distances, start
and finish etc. In order to encourage the community to use active methods of travel.
According to the City of Swan Transport Strategy 2014 the existing shared path networks
throughout The Vines were observed to be of mixed quality, with parts being good quality yet
provision was disparate and others having no pedestrian provision at all.
The State Government has recently released the Perth Transport Plan for 3.5 million People
and Beyond (Transport @ 3.5 million), which develops a long term plan for generational
change to Perth’s transport network and infrastructure, for better efficiency as Perth’s
population reaches 3.5 million. The plan encourages the provision of safe, high quality and
comfortable cycling infrastructure around activity centres. It proposes that at 3.5 million
people, Perth will no gaps between existing off-road cycle networks, expansion of river
crossings and end-of-trip facilities provided at each major activity centre.
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The Main Roads Ellenbrook Bus Rapid Transit initiative aims to address this issue through its
strategy to improve connectivity and mobility for residents of the Ellenbrook area now and
into the future. The aim is to improve the reliability and efficiency of bus services and extend
connections through to Midland, in addition to the existing services to Bassendean and Morley.
This is in line with the principles of the State Planning Policy 4.2 (Activity Centres for Perth and
Peel) as it provides a direct transport link between a secondary activity centre and a strategic
metropolitan centre, and will serve the substantial residential populations within the regional
catchments. Busses will be given dedicated, separate lanes to allow for reliable journey times
and commuters will now be able to plan for their travel connections using the Midland Train
Line. This initiative by Main Roads is consistent with the City of Swan Transport Strategy, which
recommends the need to investigate alternative alignment from Ellenbrook to Midland, and to
support any plans that meet this goal.
Part of the plans for Transport @ 3.5 million includes the East Wanneroo Rail Link is a new
radial link in Perth’s suburban railway system. The railway is expected to be delivered in
three stages, with the first stage from the Perth CBD, via a tunnel to Morley, to a station near
Marshall Road in Beechboro. The second stage connects to the Joondalup line. The third stage
will see a rail spur built from Marshall Road to Ellenbrook. The first and second stages will be
required in full before the population of Perth reaches 3.5 million and the third stage, a rail
spur to Ellenbrook, will be required when the population exceeds 3.5 million.
The new railway will connect the northeast quadrant of the city to the wider rapid transit
network and provide an alternative for some passengers currently using the Joondalup line.
This will result in significant gains in public transport mode share, reduce congestion on the
surrounding road network and relieve pressure on complementary public transport services,
such as the 950 Superbus.

11

1
Ba

The B

road

way

Vin
es A
ven
u

e

T

56

T

e
riv

kD

c
nro

T

54

115
d

Roa

T

17

0

M

use

o
illh

The Promenade

58

2

63

T

Gnangara Road

Lord Street

110

N

West Swan Road

170

4

Gnangara Road

59

168
74

Great Northern Highway

112

Drumpelier Drive

T

Bus Route Numbers
Bus Terminals
High Frequency Bus Routes
Other Bus Routes

Park Street

BRT Proposed Route
BRT Proposed Bus Station

Beechboro
Bassendean

Figure 18. Current and Proposed Bus Routes in the Ellenbrook local area

Midland

Note: Numbers in black represent bus frequencies

Figure 19. Ellenbrook Rapid Bus Transit Map (Source: Main Roads 2016)

36

Table 7. Actions and strategies relating to the built environment applicable to the Ellenbrook
local area
City of Swan Strategic Community Plan 2012-2022
B3.1.1 Lobby and advocate for public transport to Midland
B3.1.2 Provide bicycle and pedestrian connections to Midland
City of Swan Transport Strategy 2014
Public Transport
Support replacement of the current bus routes with an internal loop service as
Ellenbrook redevelops
Support increased service frequencies as an interim Rapid Bus Transit
Support implementation of Rapid Transit to Ellenbrook
Investigate the viability of an alternative Rapid Transit alignment from Ellenbrook via the
Urban Growth Corridor to Midland as it develops
Support Rapid Transit alignments that meet the planning goals of the City (i.e.
Connections to the Midland Activity Centre and through the Urban Growth Corridor)
Intersections and Roads
Undertake modelling to determine the need and impact of the Ellenbrook Northern
Access
Parking
Complete a revised Parking Assessment for Ellenbrook, based on its existing form and
forward projections for its feasible growth
Implement a new, more equitable and feasible policy for parking provision within the
Ellenbrook Centre as part of the Swan Parking Policy
Create a simplified section of the Swan Parking Policy detailing the target and transition
rates for parking provision within a simplified range of land uses
Draft Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan 2016
Develop an active pedestrian route around the place area, with links connecting fitness
areas placed in and around Ellenbrook local area
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Key issues
Lack of, and inefficient, public transport options
Disconnection and isolation due to distance
Motor vehicle domination causes congestion
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Part 2 – Community Engagement

8.0 Community Workshops
8.1

Background

The Ellenbrook community workshops were held on Tuesday 15 November 2016 from 7pm to
9pm and on Wednesday 16 November 2016 from 1pm to 3pm, at the Ellenbrook Sports Hub
Southern Pavilion.
Residents, stakeholders and interested parties were invited to the Ellenbrook community
workshops through a variety of methods and advertising, including:
Public advertising of the event in The Advocate newspaper, on 26 October, 2 November,
and 9 November 2016. Posters were also placed at the Shops at Ellenbrook, Ellenbrook
Community Library, Woodlake Community Centre and Aveley Community Centre;
Promotion of the workshops through the City’s Facebook page and shared on various local
community groups’ pages; and
Emails to various known stakeholders.
As a result, there were 9 attendees on the Tuesday and 21 attendees on the Wednesday at the
Ellenbrook community workshops.

8.2 Purpose
The purpose of the community workshops was to obtain feedback from the community on the
following three questions:
1. What do you like about what is happening or being planned for the Ellenbrook local area to
address issues facing the area?
2. What are your concerns about what is happening or being planned for in Ellenbrook local
area to address the issues?
3. What are your suggestions about what the City should be doing in the Ellenbrook local area
to address local issues?

8.3 Conduct
8.3.1 Community Workshops
Upon registration, participants were given sets of three different coloured adhesives dots,
being a different colour for each of the three questions they would be asked during the
workshop.
The Coordinator of Local Area Planning gave a presentation at the workshops, explaining
the Local Area Planning process. A set of lists drafted by the Local Area Planning team was
presented, identifying what’s happening in Ellenbrook, and what concerns we are aware of
affecting Ellenbrook.
A City of Swan facilitator then undertook a session where attendees were asked to add to the
lists of known activities and issues related to the following questions:
1. What did they like about what was happening or planned in the Ellenbrook local area?
2. What were their concerns about the Ellenbrook local area?
Responses to each of the two questions were recorded and voted on by using the adhesive
dots, indicating their five priorities in each category.
At each workshop the attendees had an open discussion in response to the third question
asked:
3. What are your suggestions for what should be happening in Ellenbrook?
Again, priorities were then voted on by using the third set of dots. These voting exercises gave
a clear indication of what the attendees of the community workshops considered priorities for
the Ellenbrook local area.

8.3.2 Online Survey
For those not available to attend the community workshops, and for those attendees who felt
it necessary to elaborate further on their likes, concerns, or suggestions previously raised, an
online survey took the top priorities in each category and allowed priority voting to occur once
more.
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The survey also offered the opportunity for participants to articulate any likes, concerns or
suggestions that were not already listed for consideration in the creation of the Ellenbrook
Local Area Plan.
The online survey was made available on the City’s website from 30 November 2016 to 27
January 2017, and 204 responses were received.

8.3.3 Community Consultation Results
The results of community consultation process, in the form of feedback and comments from
workshop attendees and survey participants, have been collated and are displayed below in
Tables 8, 9 and 10.

8.3.4 Conclusion

Public Transport and Road Networks
Although high support was given to new road upgrades and proposed links, the lack of public
transport options and planning was identified as a major priority amongst participants.

Employment
Participants were strongly in support of the range of shops and eateries located within the local
area and wanted the City to attract further businesses to be developed in Ellenbrook. Local
employment opportunities was also a key concern amongst the participants.

Bushfires

Responses from the community during the community engagement process were considered
in the final formulation of Ellenbrook Local Area Plan and its strategies and actions.

Participants acknowledge there is a general lack of bushfire readiness amongst the community
and were in support of an emergency scenario plan for residents to be prepared.

Responses were aligned to the key result areas of governance, social environment, economic
environment, natural environment, and built environment in the Strategic Community Plan
(SCP). Part 2 includes all items with a minimum of 5 votes from the workshops and online
survey.

Public Open Space and Parking

The key priorities highlighted are as follows:

Local Access to Services

The community is highly supportive of the provision of public open space within the local area,
and the plans for future public development. A concern participants had was the inadequate
parking located near these spaces, as well the lack of parking in and around schools.

The participants supported the access and close proximity of the Ellenbrook Place Office and
the services they provide to the community. However, it was acknowledged that the lack of
easily accessible services both within and outside the local area, contributes to social issues
within the local area.

Youth
High support for services and engagement with the youth of the local area, as their lack of
opportunities has been an on-going priority for the community.
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Community Consultation Results and Related Actions
Table 8: Results from the Community Engagement in Ellenbrook local area - Likes
Key Result Area

Public Comments Received

Comments

Related Action

LIKES: in order of priority by theme

SOCIAL
ENVIRONMENT

NATURAL

1. The City is currently undertaking a Service Gap Analysis for
Ellenbrook local area.

The Service Gap Analysis aims to identify the services that need improvements
to provision and investigate options going forward. Depending on the “gap”
of services, the City will undertake an investigation into the development of
a pop-up services hub which could use existing facilities or spaces to attract
service providers into the area.

13, 14

2. Ellenbrook Place Office and local access to services - Place
services has allowed for community groups to flourish
and grow through help, guidance and easy access (Place
Approach).

The City has implemented a Place Management approach which provides a
cohesive platform to ensure the City’s business units are working in unison to
facilitate improved planning. The approach encourages the creation of closer
relationships between business units and the people and stakeholders who live,
work and recreate within the Place.

1, 12, 15, 16

3. The City’s RID (Reducing Illegal Dumping) Program.

The City has launched a new project to help fight against the illegal dumping
of waste. The RID program allows anyone who spots illegally dumped waste to
report it through an online reporting system or over the phone. Once a report is
received, City staff will quickly locate and cordon off the waste, and investigate
accordingly.
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4. A future Ellenbrook Leisure Centre - including indoor pool,
multi-purpose courts, health and fitness component, crèche
and meeting/function/activity spaces.

The City’s Aquatic Facilities Strategy identified the need for a leisure centre in
the Ellenbrook area. The currently unfunded Ellenbrook Leisure Centre is in the
design stage.

6, 42, 43

5. The major road network upgrades including Gnangara
Road, upgrade of Lord Street, and NorthLink WA.

The State Government, Main Roads and the City, have worked closely to
initiate new links and major road upgrades such as Gnangara Road, which was
completed in late 2016. NorthLink is expected to be completed by mid-2019.

6, 46

6. The range of shopping and eateries.

The Ellenbrook community are in support of the commercial developments
provided in their local area and its continuous growth. This continues to
expand as in the City’s Commercial Activity Centres Strategy, The Broadwalk is
earmarked as a potential District Centre, and a new neighbourhood centre has
opened its doors recently in Aveley on Millhouse Road.

7, 23, 25, 26, 39

7. The overall design of the local area - each village creates
the community identity of a small country town feel.

Ellenbrook has been master-planned to be a town of self-sustainable
communities and provides a variety of housing and development options to
attract a diverse community. The City will continue to encourage provision of
adequate infrastructure and ‘best practice’ developments.

5

ENVIRONMENT

BUILT
ENVIRONMENT
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BUILT
ENVIRONMENT

8. The amount, and diversity of neighbourhood and district
level public open space.

The City’s Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan provides strategic direction
on the planning and provision of community infrastructure to meet current and
future demand. The plan identifies that current demand for neighbourhood and
district open spaces within the Ellenbrook local has been met, with provisions
such as the Ellenbrook Sports Hub.

34, 41, 43

9. A proposed bridge over the Ellen Brook is currently in the
design phase.

The City’s Transport Strategy 2014 has recognised a planning need for a bridge
over the Ellen Brook as it would provide alternative route options and forms
a link from Ellenbrook to Upper Swan. As the area is also bushfire prone, the
bridge will provide for emergency service traffic and serve as an evacuation
option.

5, 47
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Table 9: Results from the Community Engagement in Ellenbrook local area - Concerns
Key Result Area

Public Comments Received

Comments

Related Action

10. Lack of police presence in the local area.

The City provides a security patrol in the areas of Ellenbrook and The Vines,
which alerts police directly if any suspicious or criminal behaviour is reported
or occurs. The City is also facilitating a Neighbourhood Watch community forum
to educate residents on the ways they can organise a community watch group
and improve safety perceptions of the area. The City is also in support of the
current police station to be a 24 hour service.

17, 18, 19, 20, 21

11. There is a lack of services within the local area and
services outside the local area are not easily accessible. This
disconnection of the area can contribute to social issues.

The Ellenbrook Place Office is looking to facilitate a Pop-up services hub
(see comment 1) using existing underused facilities or spaces and attract
service providers that are considered lacking in the area. This also provides
a promotional opportunity for the services and raises awareness amongst
residents.

12. There are not enough activities for older youth (18-25) to
do locally.

The Ellenbrook Community Library is open on weekends and most evenings
which facilitates access to services, resources and programs aimed at older
youth. The City is also investigating a location for a youth centre/youth hub in
Ellenbrook, which will attract youth services to provide activities and programs.
The City will continue to engage with State government for funding to ensure
that service providers can run their services out of the centre.

10.1, 10.2, 10.3,
11.1, 11.2, 13

13. Residents have noticed an increase in crime.

The City is facilitating a Neighbourhood Watch community forum. The City
will also endeavour to promote positive news of Ellenbrook and counteract
negative media influencing residents’ perceptions of the area. This includes
releasing true WA crime statistics and promoting the community patrol activity,
which is published every month on the City’s website, particularly on social
media, where most negative stories are published.

17, 18, 19, 20, 21

14. Youth unemployment.

The City will continue to support and advocate for employment opportunities
for the youth of Ellenbrook.

15. No industrial park in local area to provide employment.

Residents have expressed the need for the development of an industrial park
to provide employment opportunities for the local community. The DoP’s Draft
North-East Sub Regional Framework has identified a potential future industrial
site in North Ellenbrook.

6, 22, 24, 39

16. Lack of community involvement in bushfire readiness.

The City is preparing a Bushfire Risk Management Plan to guide the existing
Bushfire Preparedness Program and Firebreak Notice system. The City will liaise
with land owners regarding the City’s yearly fire hazard inspection process
in areas of high risk and liaise with DFES and other government departments
with regards to their fire management plans for public land. The City runs
two information sessions prior to fire season on bushfire preparedness and
requirements under the Bushfires Act. Throughout the year, the Fire and
Emergency Management team is available to visit individual properties and
provide further advice.

31, 33.1, 33.2,
33.3

CONCERNS: in order of priority by theme

SOCIAL
ENVIRONMENT

ECONOMIC
ENVIRONMENT

NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
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6, 12, 13, 14

12, 15, 23

Key Result Area

Public Comments Received

Comments

Related Action

CONCERNS: in order of priority by theme

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

17. Public transport options within Ellenbrook local area are
limited, along with options to access other parts of the City.

Due to the recent State election, changes have been made to the future
transport plans for Ellenbrook. The Labor government’s proposed METRONET
plan will include a new dual-carriageway road parallel to the existing Lord
Street, renegotiating an existing contract for the construction of the bus rapid
transit, removing it from the New Lord Street project to instead facilitate
a future rail line. A shared path will also be provided adjacent to the road,
providing improved access to Whiteman Park for cyclists and pedestrians.

6, 28, 49

18. Lack of pre-planning and integration of public transport
into other major road network developments.

Ellenbrook’s public transport system is a lobbying priority for the City in 2017,
with representatives from the City advocating in Canberra for funding. The
City is also given opportunity to consult with State and Federal bodies on most
major public developments affecting the area, but are not the final decision
makers. The City will continue to suggest improvements and any concerns
when required.

6, 46, 49

19. Inadequate parking located near parks and open spaces,
as well as in and around schools.

The City consults with the Department of Education to increase its provision
of “kiss and ride” areas within established school facilities. The City also
offers design advice on parking provision on developments yet to commence.
The City will continue to play an advocacy role with schools prior to their
development. Under the City’s Local Planning Policy for Vehicle Parking
Standards, a Recreation - Public landuse requires a minimum 1 bay for every
4 persons. However, if existing parks/ovals are experiencing high levels of
visitors, the City will investigate and consider the need for increased parking
provision.

5, 44, 45
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Table 10: Results from the Community Engagement in Ellenbrook local area - Suggestions
Key Result Area

Public Comments Received

Comments

Related Action

SUGGESTIONS: in order of priority by theme

SOCIAL

20. Make the City of Swan website more user-friendly.

The City will consider the potential for the new “OneCouncil” system to
include an upgrade to the City’s website, to allow for booking facilities, paying
registrations, infringements etc. to be a part of the integrated system. This
could include consideration for a potential services app with the same access.

8

21. Engage with youth generally and encourage night time
activities.

The Ellenbrook Community Library is soon to commence “Futures Lab” that
will provide access to a range of technology such as 3D printers, laptops, PCs,
IPADS, gaming, and music and video/film recording equipment. Programs in
robotics and coding are also run from the “Futures Lab”. Free WiFi is available
and facilities are provided to allow youth to bring and use their own devices
such as charging stations.

10.1, 10.2, 10.3,
11.1, 11.2, 12, 13

22. Establish and provide localised community events and
include all local community groups and stakeholders.

The City supports and hosts localised community events throughout the
City, as well as specific to the Ellenbrook local area such as The Connect
Community Event and Activate Ellenbrook. The City also provides a Community
Development Coordinator in Ellenbrook to engage and consult with new and
existing community groups. This involves participation projects and capacity
building through education and training, informing groups on funding
opportunities and partnerships.

1, 15, 16, 24,
29, 35

ENVIRONMENT

ECONOMIC
ENVIRONMENT

23. Attract businesses not already in Ellenbrook to the vacant As the area develops, commercial opportunities may expand provision of
Masters site. E.g. Harvey Norman, Office Works, Bowling
businesses. In the meantime, however, the City will continue to lobby for new
alley.
businesses and seek solutions to this identified issue.

7, 12, 24, 39, 40

24. Attract cinemas to Ellenbrook, including a Timezone for
youth.

7, 12, 24, 39, 40

The City will continue to promote and encourage place activation e.g. popup activities/services, and on a statutory level ensure potential for these
businesses, through the provision of appropriate land use zones.

25. The City should help to encourage the development of an The City will implement the findings of DoP’s Draft North-East Sub Regional
industrial park to promote local employment.
Framework’s for a future industrial site in North Ellenbrook and consult with
the relevant community upon approval of the plan by WAPC.
NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
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26. Improve bushfire readiness including emergency
scenario planning for an Ellenbrook evacuation, community
representation on a Local Emergency Management
Committee, and fire rating danger signs in Ellenbrook.

The City is preparing a Bushfire Risk Management Plan (see comment 16).
The City will continue to liaise with land owners regarding the City’s yearly
fire hazard inspection process in areas of high risk and liaise with DFES and
other government departments with regards to their fire management plans
for public land. The City runs two information sessions prior to fire season on
bushfire preparedness and requirements under the Bushfires Act. The Fire
and Emergency Management team is available throughout the year to visit
individual properties and provide further advice. The City is also currently
reviewing locations of fire rating signs and will consider the Ellenbrook local
area.

6, 7, 24, 26, 27,
39, 40
17, 19, 31, 33.1,
33.2, 33.3

Key Result Area

Public Comments Received

Comments

Related Action

SUGGESTIONS: in order of priority by theme

BUILT
ENVIRONMENT

27. Establish a rapid bus route east-west to access Perth’s
northern suburbs.

Due to recent State government changes it is unclear what future public
transport plans will be proposed. However, the City will continue to lobby for
public transport in Ellenbrook and support an east-west route to access Perth’s
northern suburbs.

6, 22, 25, 49

28. Develop a youth centre with youth input, including
FIFO Skype opportunities and a wellness centre consisting
of space/meeting rooms for mental health services. Use
Joondalup drop-in centre as a model.

The Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan identified the need for a youth
centre in Ellenbrook. The City is investigating potential options to construct
a new or convert an existing facility, however this will be dependent on
funding. The pop-up hub should act as an interim until such time a facility is
developed. The City currently facilitates six drop-in centres for youth, including
The Cool Room at Coolamon Oval. The City will continue to engage with State
government for the funding to ensure that service providers can run their
services out of the centre.

10.1, 10.2, 10.3,
11.1, 11.2, 12, 13

29. Increase areas for parking/bays around existing parks,
ovals and schools.

The City consults with the Department of Education to increase its provision of
“kiss and ride” areas within established school facilities. The City offers design
advice on parking provision on developments yet to commence. This was done
during the design stages of Woodlake Primary School. The City will continue
to play an advocacy role with schools prior to their development. If existing
parks/ovals are experiencing high levels of visitors, the City will investigate the
need for increased parking provision.

5, 44, 45

30. Planning for adequate parking in the design for new
spaces and facilities.

Under the City’s Local Planning Policy for Vehicle Parking Standards, a
Recreation - Public landuse requires a minimum 1 bay for every 4 persons.
However, if new spaces or facilities are expected to attract high levels of
visitors, the City will adequately plan for the potential to increase parking
space if required.

5, 44, 45

31. The City should turn Coolamon Pavilion into a youth hub.

As noted in the Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan, the City is
investigating a location/facility for a future youth centre. This will need to be
determined first, as it will form the youth hub for Ellenbrook. Consideration is
being given to expanding Coolamon Pavilion to facilitate this.

10.1, 10.2, 10.3,
11.1, 11.2, 12, 13
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Part 3 – Local Area Plan

9.0 Local Area Plan
The Ellenbrook local area is comprised of distinctive villages and suburbs
with a strong sense of community, enhanced through strong community
associations and groups and a sense of self-reliance.

9.1 A Vision for the Future
The hopes for the future of the Ellenbrook local area will be to become the self-reliant
community it strives to be. This will be influenced by the ability to provide appropriate and
adequate public transport provision, increased access to local services, access to employment,
and the delivery of youth activities and facilities. With the strong community presence in the
area, this can be achieved to meet the needs of the existing community, as well as the needs
of future genertations.

9.2 Objectives
Governance - To actively work on removing any barriers to development and to deliver
community lifestyle choices through successful advocacy and ongoing collaborative
partnerships with government, industry service providers and community.
Social Environment – To facilitate and improve access to local community services, youth
activities, and community safety with consideration to community involvement in the process.
Economic Environment – Promote the development of activity centres and attract
complementary commercial nodes and businesses to the local area to encourage local
employment opportunities.
Natural Environment – Inform and prepare residents on bushfire readiness, through supporting
environmental leadership and continuing to educate the local population.
Built Environment – Provide required community facilities, parks, open space and transport
linkages throughout the local area, and lobby for completion of major road and public transport
projects directly impacting the Ellenbrook local area.
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9.3	Strategies and Actions
In achieving the vision for the Ellenbrook local area, actions have been developed through a
process of consultation with the City of Swan’s Business Unit representatives and internal staff.
Community input was considered during the development of this Local Area Plan which was
supplemented by City approved strategic documents and reports.
The actions identified in the following tables (Tables 11-15) are aligned to the City’s internal
business planning process and will be reviewed annually as part of the City’s corporate
business planning process.
The following key priorities were identified by the community during the community
consultation process.

1. Public Transport Provision
A major concern amongst the participants was the lack of public transport options. Ellenbrook
residents feel isolated due to distance from surrounding areas, as services, education providers
and places of employment may be difficult to access without a private vehicle. Ellenbrook’s
public transport system is a lobbying priority for the City.
With the recent change in State Government, there has been uncertainty in regards to the
exact plans for Ellenbrook’s future transport system. However, the current Labor government
has proposed plans to commence METRONET, a transport plan which has promised a rail line
from Ellenbrook to Morley as part of its stage 1. The proposed plan includes an Ellenbrook line,
with new stations at Walter Road, Noranda, Bennett Springs, Whiteman and Ellenbrook, and a
railway line connecting the Joondalup line to the Ellenbrook line.
The Labor Government has renegotiated an existing contract for the construction of a bus rapid
transit way to Ellenbrook, removing it from the New Lord Street project to instead facilitate the
rail line. Proposed new bus stops, bus priority measures and a new park and ride facility in
Henley Brook means public transport users can expect a faster, more reliable service between
Ellenbrook and Bassendean.

A shared path will also be included adjacent to the New Lord Street, providing improved access
to Whiteman Park for cyclists and pedestrians.
Work on the project will begin in 2017 and will include the relocation of a communications
mast to make way for a METRONET station in the heart of Ellenbrook.

2. Access to Local Services
Participants of the community consultation supported the close proximity of the Ellenbrook
Place office and the services it provides to the community. Participants valued the assistance
in general planning matters, administration and support for community groups from the Place
Office.
The consultation also identified concerns with the lack of state agency provided services
within the local area, as well as services outside the local area being not easily accessible.
This contributes to social issues being experienced in the local area. The City is currently
undertaking a Service Gap Analysis for the Ellenbrook local area, which aims to identify what
services are required. Depending on the “gap” of services, the City will investigate options to
attract service providers to the area and facilitate them within existing facilities or spaces.

3. Employment Opportunities
Participants were very supportive of the range of shops and eateries located within the local
area and wanted the City to attract further businesses to Ellenbrook to increase employment
opportunities for the local community. The lack of employment opportunities was a key
concern amongst participants due to the isolation of the area and lack of public transport,
which makes employment nodes outside the local area difficult to access.
Participants have expressed their support for an industrial park development in North
Ellenbrook to provide these opportunities, which was identified in the Department of Planning’s
Draft North-East Sub-regional Framework. The City will implement the findings of the
framework upon its final release.

4. Delivery of Activities and Facilities for Youth
The community identified a lack of opportunities for youth in Ellenbrook and were highly
supportive of increased youth services and engagement to address this services gap.

The Library is also soon to commence “Future Labs” which will provide access to a range of
technology such as 3D printers, laptops, PCs, iPads, gaming and music and video/film recording
equipment. Spaces will also be created where the youth can bring and use their own devices,
e.g. charging stations.
The City is investigating the development of a future youth centre in Ellenbrook. The City is
engaging with the State Government for funding to ensure that service providers can run their
services out of the centre.

5. Public Open Space and Parking Provision
The community was highly supportive of the provision of public open space within the local
area, including the new Ellenbrook Sports Hub development. A concern participants had, was
the inadequate parking located near these spaces, as well the lack of parking in and around
schools.
Under the City’s Local Planning Policy for Vehicle Parking Standards, a Recreation - Public
landuse requires a minimum 1 bay for every 4 persons. However, if new spaces or facilities
are expected to attract high levels of visitors, the City will adequately plan for the potential to
increase parking space if required. The City will also continue to consult with the Department
of Education to increase its provision of “kiss and ride”, areas within established school facilities
and continue to offer design advice prior to development.

6. Community Safety
The community expressed their safety concerns for the local area, the main issues including
the lack of community involvement in bushfire readiness, and perceived increase in crime.
To address this, the City is facilitating a Neighbourhood Watch community forum, and
endeavour to promote more positive news of Ellenbrook, to counteract negative media stories
that may be influencing residents perceptions. This will include releasing real WA crime
statistics and promoting the areas community patrol activity (crimes stats/call out time etc.) on
the City’s social media outlets.
The City is currently preparing a Bushfire Risk Management Plan to guide the existing Bushfire
Preparedness Program. The City conducts yearly fire inspections in areas of high risk, liaising
with DFES and government bodies for management of public lands. The City also runs two
information sessions prior to fire season on bushfire preparedness, and have a team available
to visit individual properties and provide further advice on readiness.

The Ellenbrook Library is open weekends and most evenings to target older youth (18-25 years)
to take advantage of the free resources, WiFi and programs.
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Theme: Governance
Objective - To actively work on removing any barriers to development and to deliver community lifestyle choices through successful advocacy and ongoing collaborative partnerships with
government, industry service providers and community.
Table 11. GOVERNANCE: The Ellenbrook Local Area Plan Strategies and Actions
Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

GOVERNANCE
A Sustainable
and Capable
Council

G1.1

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at April
2017)

Strategic Planning
MPR
Place Management
Lifespan Services

High

On-going
Implementation

2. Align the LAP process and actions to fit within the SCP objectives and
strategies.

All Business Units

High

G1.1.2 Integrate planning, resources
and reporting.

3. Develop a Resources Plan as part of Local Area Planning.
Ensure that Local Area Planning actions are embedded in the City’s
corporate business planning process for implementation by all
Business Units.

Strategic Planning
All Business Units

High

On-going
Implementation

G1.1.3 Respond to State government
initiatives for the benefit of
the City.

4. Action and implement changes as required as a result of changes in
State government initiatives.

All Business Units

High

On-going
Implementation
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Provide accountable and transparent leadership

G1.1.1 Continue to develop policy
framework that guides
decision making.

G1.2

Local Area Planning Actions

1. Ensure that a sense of place, culture and belonging is created
through inclusive community interaction and participation.
Each Local Area Plan will have its own unique Stakeholder Engagement
Management Plan reflecting the existing community and its needs.

Promote the City of Swan as a place to live, work and visit

G1.2.1 Develop successful and
collaborative partnerships.

5. Liaise closely with developers throughout the planning and
development of the local area to ensure high quality liveable
outcomes.

Executive
Place Management
Strategic Planning
Statutory Planning

High

On-going
Implementation

G1.2.2 Advocate for infrastructure
and access to services.

6. Ensure that the Upper Swan local area has access to appropriate
services, housing and facilities for the existing and future population.

All Business Units

High

On-going
Implementation

G1.2.3 Promote, advocate and market
the City and Place

7.	Grow local business, support emerging industry sectors and attract
new investment to the Ellenbrook local area.

Commercial and Economic
Development (CED)
Marketing and Public
Relations (MPR)

High

On-going
Implementation

Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

GOVERNANCE
A Sustainable
and Capable
Council

G2.1

Local Area Planning Actions

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

Improve capability and capacity

G2.1.1 Improve organisational
systems with a focus on
innovative solutions.

8. The City should investigate the potential for the new
“OneCouncil” system to include the City’s website.
Allow for booking facilities, paying registrations, infringements etc.
To be a part of the integrated system. Consideration should be given
to the development of a smart-phone application.

Information Services
MPR
Financial Services

High

In Progress

G2.1.2 Strengthen
customer service.

9. Continue a close relationship with State government to ensure that
knowledge sharing and policy changes are well communicated and
interpreted.

All Business Units

High

On-going
Implementation

G2.1.3 Use resources efficiently and
effectively.

Refer to Action 3.
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Theme: Social Environment
Objective - To facilitate and improve access to local community services, youth activities, and community safety with consideration to community involvement in the process.

Table 12. SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT: The Ellenbrook Local Area Plan Strategies and Actions
Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

SOCIAL
Connected, Safe,
Inclusive

S1.1	Build service delivery options to meet the future needs of aged, youth, families and children
S1.1.1 Develop and deliver service
options meeting future
community requirements.

Local Area Planning Actions

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

10.1 Adopt the City of Swan’s Draft Youth Strategy.

Strategic Planning

High

In Progress

10.2 Identify projects to implement and implementation plans
to ensure on-going service delivery and infrastructure
upgrades.

Lifespan Services
Place Management

High

In Progress

10.3 Progress the development of the Library’s “Future Labs”
further.

Libraries
Lifespan Services
Place Management

High

In Progress

10. Plan for the delivery of youth services.

11. Implement the relevant service facilitation aspects of the
Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan.

S1.1.2 Seek alternative service
providers to facilitate
coordinate or partner
appropriate service access;
such as other agencies, nongovernment organisations
and community groups.
S2.1

Investigate the need and feasibility for the development of a
Youth Centre/ Youth Hub in Ellenbrook.

Asset Management
Lifespan Services

High

To Commence

11.2

Continue to engage with State government for funding to
ensure funding for providers to provide services out of the
future Youth Centre.

Lifespan Services

High

On-going
Implementation

Lifespan Services
Place Management

High

On-going
Implementation

Place Management
Lifespan Services

High

On-going
Implementation

12. Continue and build on partnerships with external service providers
and explore opportunities for new partnerships.

Build connectivity in local areas

S2.1.1 Strengthen place based
management of services
through collaboration and
access
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11.1

13. Consider the Ellenbrook Service Gap Analysis Background Report in
place based planning activities

Theme: Social Environment continued
Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

Local Area Planning Actions

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

14. Investigate the development of a “pop-up” services hub in
Ellenbrook.
Using existing facilities/spaces to attract service providers considers
to be lacking in the area.

Place Management

Medium

In Progress

S2.1.2 Strengthen the sense of place
and culture and belonging
through inclusive community
interaction and participation.

15. Build capacity by working with the community to educate and
develop skills.

Lifespan Services
Place Management
CLS

High

On-going
Implementation

S2.1.3 Actively strengthen
relationships with our diverse
cultural community.

16. On-going support for community initiatives and events to promote
the inclusion of people from diverse cultural backgrounds in on-going
community projects.

Lifespan Services
Place Management
All Business Units

High

On-going
Implementation

17. Implementation of the City of Swan’s Community Safety Plan.
Ensure effective communication flows between City of Swan
front line staff, place based staff and business units working on
community safety priorities, specifically crime prevention and
perceived crime rates in the Ellenbrook local area.

Community Safety
Lifespan Services
FM

High

On-going
Implementation

18. Survey Ellenbrook and The Vines residents to determine demand for
the community’s security patrols.

Community Safety
Lifespan Services
FM

High

To Commence

19. Improve communication with the Ellenbrook community regarding
perceived crime rates.

Community Safety
Lifespan Services
Place Management

High

On-going
Implementation

20. Support the City’s role in facilitating a Neighbourhood Watch
community forum.
Educate residents on the ways they can organise a community watch
group and improve safety perceptions of the area

Community Safety
Lifespan Services
Place Management

High

To Commence

21. Promote positive news stories of Ellenbrook.

Community Safety
Place Management
MPR

High

To Commence

SOCIAL
Connected, Safe,
Inclusive

S2.2

Build a strong sense of community health and safety

S.2.2.1 Facilitate improvement of
community safety.

S2.2.2	Strengthen public health
and safety outcomes within
the community through
promotion and education.
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Theme: Economic Environment
Objective - Promote the development of activity centres and attract complementary commercial nodes and businesses to the local area to encourage local employment opportunities.
Table 13. ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT: The Ellenbrook Local Area Plan Strategies and Actions
Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

ECONOMIC
Thriving,
Sustainable
Business
Capacity and
Growth

E1.1

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

Actively support and develop local and new business

E1.1.1 Lobby for the technological
infrastructure necessary to
support commercial and
business growth.

22. As the area continues to expand, ensure any new commercial and
business developments have adequate provision of technological
infrastructure.

CED
Statutory Planning

High

On-going
Implementation

E1.1.2 Create business and
community partnerships.

23. Support of local and new businesses and their participation in events.

CED

Medium

On-going
Implementation

24. Identify partners in government, non-government and the
private sector with an investment interest in the Ellenbrook local
area.
Foster on-going partnerships with business and community (i.e.
prospective education investors).

CED

High

On-going
Implementation

25. Undertake on-going implementation and review of land use and
infrastructure plans.

Strategic Planning
Asset Management
Statutory Planning

High

On-going
Implementation

E1.1.3 Review and align land use and
infrastructure plans.
E2.1
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Local Area Planning Actions

Attract business and investment opportunities

E2.1.1 Identify extent and type
of industry growth in all
economic and commercial
centres throughout the City
of Swan and address our
economic vulnerability.

26. Implement the actions from the Local Commercial and Activity
Centres Strategy.

Strategic Planning
Statutory Planning
CED

High

To Commence

E2.1.2 Facilitate future industrial
development.

27. Support the development of an industrial park in North
Ellenbrook area.
Ensure appropriate land use zoning to allow for such development.

Statutory Planning
Strategic Planning

High

To Commence

E2.1.3 Target and attract emerging
growth sectors to capitalise
on local economy and
employment.

Refer to Action 25 and 26.

Theme: Economic Environment continued

Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

Local Area Planning Actions

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

ECONOMIC
Thriving,
Sustainable
Business
Capacity and
Growth

E2.1.4	Strengthen Midland as the
’strategic metropolitan centre’
ensuring community needs
are meet.

28. Support the growth and connection to employment nodes such
as Midland Strategic Metropolitan Centre.
Encourage employment opportunities for residents in the Ellenbrook
local area.

Strategic Planning
CED

High

On-going
Implementation
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E3.1

Strengthen the capacity and integration of the tourism industry

E3.1.1 Develop partnerships to
actively support visitor
growth.

29. On-going support of community events in the area.
Promotion of events within Ellenbrook and surrounding local area.

CED
MPR
Place Management
Lifespan Services

High

On-going
Implementation

E3.1.2 Leverage our environmental,
built, heritage and social
assets in the promotion of
tourism.

30. Implement the City’s Tourism Development Strategy.
Promote tourism opportunities including the close proximity to the
Swan Valley and Aboriginal Tourism, to diversify employment and
economic opportunities.

CED
MPR
Strategic Planning

High

On-going
Implementation

Theme: Natural Environment
Objective - Inform and prepare residents on bushfire readiness, through supporting environmental leadership and continuing to educate the local population.
Table 14. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT: The Ellenbrook Local Area Plan Strategies and Actions
Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
Environmentally
Sustainable
Leadership
and Stewardship

N1.1

Local Area Planning Actions

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

Strategic Planning
Libraries
Fleet & Waste Services

High

On-going
Implementation

Community Safety

High

On-going
Implementation

Mitigate City’s carbon footprint, reducing waste and greenhouse gas production

N1.1.1 Effectively manage resource
consumption, including water,
energy and non-renewable
resources.

31. Implement the City’s Sustainable Environment Strategy.
Deliver sustainability workshops (incl. Thinking Green), community
awareness programs for reduction of water and energy use,
community education regarding waste minimisation and recycling,
climate change causes and impacts, and best practice environmental
management workshops.

N1.1.2 Reduce waste through
reduction, re-use and
recycling of waste products.

Refer to Action 31.
Engage and educate residents and the business community on the
benefits of waste minimisation and recycling to the community.
32. Continue to implement the Reducing Illegal Dumping (RID) program in
problem areas within the local area.

N1.2 	Adapt to the effects of climate change
N1.2.1 Minimise the impact of
extreme weather conditions
through emergency
management planning.

N1.2.2 Implement Policy changes
through planning, building,
land management and
Infrastructure.
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33. Manage fire risk through collaboration with residents and
agencies.
33.1

Liaise with land owners regarding the City’s yearly fire
hazard inspection process in areas of high risk. Continue to
run inspection program and information sessions before
the official bushfire season for high bush fire prone areas,
including information on evacuation plans.

Community Safety

High

On-going
Implementation

33.2

Liaise with DFES with regards to their fire response plans for
public land.

Community Safety

High

On-going
Implementation

33.3

Ensure that bushfire hazards are properly considered in
planning decisions through the Bushfire Risk Management
Plan (BRMP).

Statutory Planning
Strategic Planning
Community Safety

High

On-going
Implementation

Refer to Action 33.
Ensure that all assessments take into consideration all current and
new policies relating to fire and emergency management.

Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
Environmentally
Sustainable
Leadership
and Stewardship

N2.1 	Enhance, preserve and protect local ecology and biodiversity of natural ecosystems

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

N2.1.1 Conserve and enhance open
spaces.

34. Implement actions of the Local Biodiversity Strategy.
Preserve remnant vegetation, encourage re-vegetation of cleared
areas, reduce soil and water degradation.

Strategic Planning
Asset Management

Medium

On-going
Implementation

N2.1.2 Conserve natural vegetation
and bushland.

35. Encourage environmental leadership within local communities.
Encourage environmental action groups to take ownership of natural
spaces.

CM
Strategic Planning
Assets Management

High

On-going
Implementation

N2.2
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Local Area Planning Actions

Reduce adverse impacts on biodiversity

N2.2.1 Protect waterways through
appropriate land management
practices.

36. Investigate the application of alternative water supply measures. Strategic Planning
CM
Investigate aspects such as storm water harvesting and grey/water
recycling in future urban developments through case studies to inform Asset Management
local projects.

Medium

On-going
Implementation

N2.2.2 Implement ‘best practice’ in
Management of ground and
surface water.

37. Encourage Water Sensitive Urban Design principles through
assessment of District, Local and Urban Water Management Strategies.

High

On-going
Implementation

Asset Management
Strategic Planning
Statutory Planning

Theme: Built Environment
Objective - Provide required community facilities, parks, open space and linkages throughout the local area, and lobby for completion of major road and public transport projects directly
impacting the Ellenbrook local area.
Table 15. BUILT ENVIRONMENT: The Ellenbrook Local Area Plan Strategies and Actions
Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

BUILT
ENVIRONMENT
Diverse,
Connected,
Sustainable
Places

B1.1

Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

Facilitate and integrate housing options, local services, employment and recreational spaces

B1.1.1 Facilitate diverse, inclusive,
housing options.

38. Lobby and explore incentives for the construction of housing suitable
for senior persons including homes that meet universal design
criteria, retirement villages and senior public housing, and lobby for
their construction in line with the WHO Global Aged Care Friendly City
Guide.

Strategic Planning
Place Management
Executive

High

On-going
Implementation

B1.1.2 	Strengthen growth through
the alignment of land use
and infrastructure planning.

39. Undertake Scheme amendments as required.
Seek approval from WAPC on all relevant Scheme Amendments
pertaining to future urban development in the Ellenbrook local area.

Strategic Planning
Statutory Planning

High

On-going
Implementation

40. Implement the Commercial Centres Strategy.
Provide appropriate zoning for commercial needs within the
Ellenbrook local area through assessment of appropriate applications
for scheme amendments, and additional uses.

Strategic Planning
Statutory Planning

High

On-going
Implementation

41. Adopt and implement the City of Swan’s Draft Standard of Provision:
Open Space and Community Buildings.

Asset Management
Strategic Planning
Statutory Planning

High

In Progress

42. Implement the City’s Aquatic Facility Strategy.
Plan for the provision of The Ellenbrook Leisure Centre.

Asset Management
Project Management

High

In Progress

43. Implement the Ellenbrook Community Infrastructure Plan.

Asset Management
Project Management

High

In Progress

44. Continue to consult with the Department of Education to increase the
provision of “kiss and ride” areas in existing schools and continue
to play an advocacy role on schools yet to commence e.g. Provide
design advice on parking provision.

Strategic Planning
Assets Management
Statutory Planning

High

On-going
Implementation

45. Investigate the appropriateness of the existing parking standards
around public open space, community facilities and parks in the
Ellenbrook local area.

Strategic Planning
Assets Management

Medium

To Commence

B1.1.3 Provide appropriate open
space to recreate and connect.

B1.2

Enhance the public realm

B1.2.1 Enhance the public realm.
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Local Area Planning Actions

Theme: Built Environment continued
Key Result Area

Strategic Community Plan (SCP)
Strategies

BUILT
ENVIRONMENT
Diverse,
Connected,
Sustainable
Places

B2.1

B2.1.2 Maintain and protect heritage.
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Responsibility

Priority

Current Status
(As at Feb
2017)

46. Continue to liaise with State bodies and support major road upgrades
in the area e.g. New Lord Street and NorthLink.

Executive
Strategic Planning
Asset Management
Project Management

High

In Progress

47. Progress the construction of the proposed bridge over the Ellen Brook.

Project Management
Asset Management
Financial Services

High

In Progress

48. Ensure that heritage is properly considered in the development and
redevelopment process including decision making frameworks.

All Business Units
Statutory Planning

Medium

On-going
Implementation

Manage current and future assets and infrastructure

B2.1.1 Continue to improve asset
management practices.

B3.1

Local Area Planning Actions

Advocate and provide alternative transport

B3.1.1 Lobby and advocate for public
transport

49. Continue to lobby for Ellenbrook’s public transport system as a
priority.
Continue lobbying for State and Federal Government funding and
support and seek clarification for strategic direction on proposed
plans.

Executive
MPR
Strategic Planning

High

In Progress

B3.1.2 Provide bicycle and pedestrian
connections.

50. Develop a long-term City-wide trails strategy identifying existing trails
assets including bridle, walking and cycle.

Asset Management
Strategic Planning
CM

Medium

To Commence
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